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Dear Hertford Community,

Whilst many staff were catching their breath as Trinity term drew to a close in June,
excitement was building in the student body as preparations for the first student ball
in six years got underway. In a real feat of hard work and collaboration between the
ball committee members and college staff, the Catte Street site had a major
makeover with stages, attractions and food tents installed in the quads ready for the
event on 27 June. Despite the constraints imposed by the ongoing library
construction, partially offset by closures of part of New College Lane and Catte
Street, the ball was a wonderful success. Very well done to everyone who
contributed to a memorable evening —and particularly to everyone who cleared up

the site after the event!

Congratulations too to all our students on completing their courses and surviving the
stress of exams. The graduation events over the summer have witnessed lots of very
happy returns with appropriately proud parents, family members and friends
celebrating the achievements of the finalists. These ceremonies are the culmination
of our academic year. In amongst them we held Open Days in July and September for
prospective students, where our student ambassadors and staff emphasised that



whilst OB Quad is currently a building site, students applying for admission in 2026
will get all of the benefits of our new library with very little of the disruption. Our
outreach activities continued, including welcoming a group of sixth-form pupils to a
residential as the final component of this year’s Swiftstream initiative. Throughout all
of these comings and goings, Simpkin seemed unperturbed.

Many Oxford residents have been inconvenienced by the drought and water

restrictions imposed by Thames Water this summer, but the building work and
resultant loss of our lawn in OB Quad suggests exceptionally good planning which
has minimised the impact on us. The college motto — ‘As a hart doth pant for springs
of water’ (Psalm 42:1) — seems particularly appropriate this year. The hole in OB
Quad is still getting deeper and the support structure for the Old Chapel is now in
place, allowing excavation to continue under it towards the All Souls Library.

Digging was paused in early September when we held a Public Archaeology Open
Day. On 6 September, over 650 people came to see some of the artefacts that have
been retrieved from the dig site and structures in the gardens of Hart Hall, Black Hall
and Cat Hall, the predecessors of modern-day Hertford, while tours for some of our
donors and staff were given the previous day. Residual stone structures comprising
wells and cess pits were visible from the gardens, predating modern plumbing and
hygiene conveniences by several centuries. Fortunately the organic material has had
a long time to rot down... The south-west corner of OB Quad was the centre of
bookbinding and bookmaking in Oxford in the medieval period and quite a lot of
material has been unearthed to confirm this. A particular highlight was the discovery
of a ‘reading stone’, a biconvex lens of unusual quality probably used as a magnifier,
perhaps for examining illustrations in manuscripts.



The Open Day was a resounding success with lots of positive feedback on the warm
welcome, enthusiasm and knowledge that members of the public experienced from
college staff, members of Oxford Archaeology and from Beard, the construction
contractors. The stonework that had been uncovered has now been removed and
digging out the basement has resumed. The archaeology team are back on site
uncovering new layers and occasional objects as they excavate down. This phase of
the project should be completed by the end of 2025 and then construction will get
underway, with a projected completion date in the first quarter of 2027.

The summer period is particularly busy for the housekeeping and catering staff;
turnover is much greater than when students are in residence. Our International
Programmes, now back to full strength following the dip during Covid restrictions,
provide an important opportunity for groups from around the world to taste life in



Oxford and benefit from the knowledge and experience of the tutors, as well as
employment and experience opportunities for some and, of course, vital income to
support our core academic missions. | only hope that they are not disappointed that
the reality of life here is not quite as clichéd as portrayed in movies such as My
Oxford Year, some of which was filmed around Catte Street earlier this year, with a
very tall crane hoisting a searchlight to turn night into day.

Autumn returned in September with a noticeable chill in the air by the time of the
autumn equinox. This coincided with the departure of the last of the visitors from
our international summer programme. We were also pleased to welcome a

delegation from the Shanghai University of International Business and Economics,

marking 15 years of collaboration.

September also saw us host the annual meeting of the Hertford Society and gaudies
for the cohorts from 199697 and 2006—07. It was a pleasure to welcome back these
alumni groups, and particularly heart-warming for me to catch up with physics
students from my first year at Hertford and then from ten years later the following
week. They seem much better behaved than my memories of Tanner dinners and
sconcing would suggest, so there is still hope. We then celebrated 150 years of the
Hertford College Boat Club and 50 years of women rowing at a lunch on 11 October.
Fortunately OB Quad is packed full of machinery and construction apparatus, so the
festivities were definitely more muted than the conflagration following the boat
burning that marked Hertford winning the Head of the River in 1881.



The new academic year has begun, and it is exciting to welcome both new and

returning students. All college departments have been very busy preparing for the
influx, and it is a pleasure to witness the hubbub signifying the renewed life that the
beginning of term brings. It is especially welcome when it competes with the
mechanised rumble that pervades my office most days. Student induction is
underway, and this year sees an additional opportunity: our Senior Fellow, Steve
New is putting on sessions to introduce students, and later our fellows and lecturers,
to some of the benefits and pitfalls in the application of Artificial Intelligence to
learning and assessment.

There is much to celebrate in addition to our new and returning students. We
welcome Lucy Joy Morris as Director of Music and Tom Whyte as Clerk of Works, and
congratulate Nick Tasker and Manolis Chatzis on the arrival of their babies during the
summer. We also celebrate the recognition of our fellows through the award of
prizes, grants and other accolades:

¢ Mike Wooldridge has been awarded the Faraday Prize by the Royal Society
and elected a Fellow of the Royal Academy of Engineering.

¢ Dave Thomas has received the David Linton award from the British Society of

Geomorphology.

e Elizabeth Baldwin has been awarded the title of Professor of Economics as
part of the University of Oxford’s 2025 Recognition of Distinction process.

e Maria Vincenzi has been awarded a prestigious UKRI Future Leaders

Fellowship to support her research in astrophysics.

e Emma Smith has been made an Honorary Fellow of Somerville College.

o Kate McGrath was awarded an OBE in the King’s Birthday Honours.


https://royalsociety.org/medals-and-prizes/michael-faraday-prize/
https://www.ox.ac.uk/news/2025-09-24-three-oxford-academics-elected-royal-academy-engineering-fellows
https://www.geomorphology.org.uk/funding-and-grants/awards/
https://www.economics.ox.ac.uk/article/recognition-of-distinction-scheme-2025
https://www.ukri.org/news/ukri-announces-winners-of-120-million-future-leaders-fellowships/
https://www.ukri.org/news/ukri-announces-winners-of-120-million-future-leaders-fellowships/
https://www.some.ox.ac.uk/news/three-somervillians-elected-to-honorary-fellowships/
https://www.hertford.ox.ac.uk/news/kate-mcgrath-recognised-in-2025-birthday-honours-list/

At the beginning of October, our annual John Donne Lecture and Dinner marked the
end of the 150th anniversary of the re-founding of Hertford College and the 50th
anniversary of co-education at a wonderful evening in our neighbouring building, the
Indian Institute which houses the Martin School: a prime location to reflect on the
history and development of Hertford College. Professor Christopher Tyerman
provided a fascinating and entertaining review of the developments leading to the
present college from its origins as Hart Hall in the 13th century. His talk drew on
research for his new book The History and Pre-History of Hertford College, Oxford:

Survival and Renewals. He challenges some of the assumptions about the strength of

our connections to certain historical alumni and gives a refreshing view of the role of
expediency and luck in survival.

This was followed by a lively debate between the Chancellor of the University, Lord
William Hague, and the Minister for Women & Equalities and for Skills, Baroness
Jacqui Smith, on the future of education. As always, the success of these events
relies on support from the whole college staff including the development office, the

events and catering teams and the fellowship.

We are very fortunate to have such dedicated staff who go above and beyond to
support the college, and hold a number of events to celebrate their contributions
and show our appreciation. This year’s staff outing by the River Cherwell in
September included a delicious barbecue preceded by punting on the river, which
everyone survived despite some hairy moments. My punt had a few close
encounters with branches sticking up from the river bottom; some may have been
thinking that the ability to walk on water might be a useful skill for the next Principal.
Talking of which, the search for the next incumbent should reach its conclusion in
the next few weeks, and | for one am very interested to learn the outcome.


https://academic.oup.com/book/60853
https://academic.oup.com/book/60853

Our students and their tutors will soon settle into the rhythm of academic life as
term gets underway. The new students have enjoyed their first formal welcome
dinners and with such delicious fare will undoubtedly be signing up for many more. |
look forward to many more opportunities to engage with our community of
students, visitors, alumni, fellows and staff in the coming months.

o

Professor Pat Roche, Interim Principal



