
 

Dear Hertford Community, 

 

Oxford was bathed in sunshine for the May morning celebrations last week, with 

Hertford right at the heart of the Morris dancing, music, general mayhem and some 

new additions including break dancing in Radcliffe Square. The college choir sang from 

the bridge competing admirably with the hubbub in the street below. As I wrote this, 

the jangling of bells and cheers from groups in Catte street were welcome relief to the 

clanking surrounding the Principal’s office.  Due to the exciting project to redevelop 

and expand Hertford's College Library, construction machinery and paraphernalia are 

filling OB quad, and we only offered breakfast to college members this year, providing 

a welcome relief to the catering staff compared to the 600 served last year.   However, 

the morning was just a prelude to a magnificent evening when the new Chancellor of 

the University of Oxford, Lord William Hague and his wife Dame Fionn joined us for 

dinner in hall. It was a privilege to host the Chancellor, who is also the Visitor to the 

college, and our catering teams rose wonderfully to the occasion.  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

Trinity, the summer term, is a very special time, with exams a key element for many of 

our students, but the increasing warmth and surging spring growth brings the promise 



of light evenings and the approaching summer.  This year will be different because the 

absence of our cherished lawn in the quad means that we have significantly less 

outdoor green space on the main site. Fortunately, the Botanic Gardens, the 

meadows, and the parks are all close by and the new buttery café located in the Old 

Library provides a popular meeting and interaction area. Right now, the northern side 

of OB quad is filled with the delicate fragrance of wisteria.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

There is much to celebrate this term.  A novel and memorable blend of music and 

prose weaved together last Monday in the latest event in the Oxford Ministry for the 

Future series in the Sheldonian Theatre.  Our management Fellow Professor Anette 

Mikes presented readings from acclaimed authors Kim Stanley Robinson, Laline Paull 

and J.M. Ledgard with an ebbing and flowing soundtrack by Brian Eno, followed by 

panel discussions.  The next event in the series will be on 2 June with a conversation 

between visiting fellow, author Elif Shafak and philosopher Jonny Thomson.   

 

We will also hold the next event marking 50 years of coeducation on 15 May when 

Dame Kay Davies and Ina Hanninger will be in discussion with tutors Claire Vallance 

and Alison Woollard focussing on women in STEM. In 3rd week, our wonderful 

Librarian Alice Roques will mark 500 years since the publication of William Tyndale's 

translation of the Bible into English with an exhibition in the Chapel foyer. On 31 May, 

the Saturday of Eights’ week, the college boathouse, which is the best location for 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-oxford-ministry-for-the-future-presents-registration-1299285460789?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.hertford.ox.ac.uk/event/womens-stories-women-in-stem


watching bumps racing, will be a meeting place for supporters of our rowing crews - 

and possibly the odd drop of Pimms.  We will cheer on the Oxford Pride parade on 7 

June as it streams colourfully along Catte street. 

Prospective undergraduates will visit during the Open Days on 2 and 3 July, where 

they will receive the traditional Hertford welcome.  The successful applicants will be 

some of the first major beneficiaries of our new library and study spaces when they 

are opened early in their courses. 

  

 

  

 

We celebrate more achievements by our staff and alumni.  We congratulate Stephen 

Massey, a stalwart of the college Investment Advisory committee whose advice has 

been crucial in steering us through recent challenges including the Covid19 pandemic, 

on his appointment to the House of Lords.   

Our fellows remain active in publishing and promoting their research. To note just a 

couple of their activities - in the last month Carissa Véliz appeared with other 

panellists on the BBC News Context series, whilst Mode Labs, a spin-out from the 

Department of Chemistry and Materials and co-founded by Claire Vallance and her 

colleagues, secured a successful £3 million investment. With this investment the 

company will develop powerful field-deployable autonomous chemical sensors to help 

water companies comply with the sensing requirements of the UK's new Environment 

https://www.hertford.ox.ac.uk/event/summer-eights-3
https://www.modelabs.tech/


Act. From 5-9 May BBC Radio 3 will mark the 80th anniversary of VE Day with Emma 

Smith’s five-part series, Books for Brighter Blackouts, which will uncover unexpected 

stories about how World War Two changed books and reading forever. Then from 1-6 

July Beth Mortimer is to run an exhibit, Seismic Senses: From Spiders to Elephants at 

the Royal Society Summer Exhibition. 

 

In other staff updates, we marked the passing of an era last week with the retirement 

of one of our ground staff, Colin Campbell, who is a member of the Campbell dynasty 

of college staff, with more than 70 years of service between them.    

 

In sporting news, Tassilo von Mueller filled the number 5 seat in the Oxford- 

Cambridge boat race, rowing valiantly but ultimately coming second. We hope for 

great results in Eights’ week following on from both the men and women winning 

blades in Torpids last term.  Joe Bruton and Alice Ledzion both won their bouts in the 

Varsity Boxing match in the Victorian splendour of the Oxford Town Hall, helping 

secure a famous overall victory last month.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

On a personal note, I attended a very interesting meeting about Life Not as we Know it 

under the Breakthrough Discuss initiative at the Oxford Town Hall last week.  It was a 

very different event from the varsity match but included fascinating and wide-ranging 

discussions about possible life forms, a party featuring the astrophysics band, and was 

followed by a Ceilidh. 

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m002bh84
https://animalvibration.web.ox.ac.uk/royal-society-exhibition


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

With the recent sunny days set to cool off this week, the rhythm of college life will be 

set for another term, but this time ending with a student ball at the end of June. 

Congratulations to the committee who have had to work hard with our domestic team 

to find a viable programme within the constraints made necessary by the construction 

to transform our Library. The temporary library in Holywell Quad will be very busy this 

term with exam preparation and revision at the forefront for many students. Everyone 

at Hertford wishes our students the very best!  

 

Best Wishes, 

  

 

Professor Pat Roche, Interim Principal  
  

 

 

https://www.hertford.ox.ac.uk/homepage/a-college-library-re-imagined
https://www.hertford.ox.ac.uk/homepage/a-college-library-re-imagined

