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Dear Hertford Community,

Michaelmas has been a bit of a whirlwind — at times literally thanks to storm Bert, as
well as metaphorically with events in college.

The library renovation and extension project is now well underway, as we undertake
the biggest development in the Old Buildings quad for a century. The quad is full of
building materials and machines digging down for the basement and a conveyor
passing soil and stones from there, through the ground floor of the lodgings, and into
skips in Catte Street. The thorough planning and preparation for the disruption caused
has paid dividends with the temporary library facilities and reading rooms well used;
the tireless efforts of our Librarian and other college staff means that the students
have access to the materials they need and are able to maintain good progress in their
studies and research. James Hill, the Domestic Bursar, has provided regular updates
on progress which keep information flowing with some remarkable pictures of the
building site that now occupies the previously tranquil lawn. | particularly want to
thank everyone who has donated to the library campaign and enabled this

transformational project to begin.




This term saw the departure of Principal Tom Fletcher to take up the vitally important
position of Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief
Coordinator. We wish him all the very best in this role and know that his diplomacy
and optimism will be crucial attributes in bringing resources and attention to some of
the most troubled regions on Earth. Tom has left the role of Principal but his legacy is
large, with the ambitions of the Hertford2030 vision and the estate plans moving

forward. The Governing Body elected me as Interim Principal while immediately
forming a search committee to identify the next incumbent. | returned to take up the
post a year after retiring from my position as Professor and Tutor in Physics. Over that
year, | had continued to oversee the college investments and so had kept in touch with
some developments which has helped enormously. Nonetheless, there is much to

learn....

In addition to the regular schedule of events that happen in Michaelmas term, we
have enjoyed the first discussion sessions in the Women’s Stories series marking 50
years since the admission of the first cohort of women students at Hertford. We had
illuminating discussions based on the theme of Literature on Halloween and on
History at the end of November, with the next sessions scheduled on Law on 6
February and Media on 6 March. Please note these dates and sign up via the college

website. When | joined the college in 1996, the fact that women students had been
permitted to study at Hertford for just over 20 years seemed unbelievable. Now that
the time interval has reached 50 years it is still astonishingly recent, but very much a
cause for celebration. Recollections of the reality of arriving at the previously all-male
college from some pioneering women can be found on the Hertford Voices YouTube

channel — warning: they are not uniformly complimentary!



https://www.hertford.ox.ac.uk/and-more/hertford-2030
https://www.hertford.ox.ac.uk/event/womens-stories-law
https://www.hertford.ox.ac.uk/event/womens-stories-law
https://www.hertford.ox.ac.uk/event/womens-stories-media
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1aL7kbEdT30&list=PLisUC5ZtlywWv3wKGlKBcpHvrKZFPOw8D&index=2
https://www.hertford.ox.ac.uk/news/making-history-hertford-alum-is-named-as-a-30-under-30-historian
https://youtu.be/wHXGbZgLEE8?si=BqXNNI8oefj65GI9

The second event under the umbrella of the Oxford Ministry for the Future occurred
on 6 November with a conversation with Richard Powers who was awarded the

Pulitzer prize for fiction for The Overstory. It was another memorable event
shepherded by Prof Anette Mikes and drawing together a wide range of participants
from many disciplines within the University and beyond. The next event in the series
will probably be scheduled early in Trinity term, so watch out for announcements on
the college website.

These events rely particularly on support from our events, catering and development
teams but also from our alumni, whose own stories and experiences enrich the
experiences for the current student body. | thank everyone who has contributed this
term and those who will do so in the coming year by giving time, expertise, and of
course financial support!

It is a special pleasure to acknowledge the achievements of our fellows and staff:

Professor Louise Slater has been appointed Associate Head (Research and Impact) of

the Social Sciences Division and was awarded a Philip Leverhulme Prize for her work
on climate impacts on floods and droughts.

Professor Martin Maiden has been appointed as the inaugural Head of the

Department of Biology.

Professor Mike Wooldridge has been appointed as the inaugural Ashall Professor of

the Foundations of Artificial Intelligence

Professor Dawid Kielak has been awarded a European Research Council consolidator

grant to support his research in geometric group theory


https://youtu.be/bVnoKWSVPns
https://www.hertford.ox.ac.uk/news/congratulations-to-hertford-fellow-louise-slater
https://www.hertford.ox.ac.uk/news/dr-martin-maiden-elected-as-biology-department-head
https://www.hertford.ox.ac.uk/news/two-exciting-fellow-announcements
https://www.hertford.ox.ac.uk/news/two-exciting-fellow-announcements

Appropriately this year, we celebrate the appointment of three women as Honorary

Fellows, Marian Bell, Laline Paull and Pip Wilson, and three more as Visiting Fellows,
Kate McGrath, Elif Shafak and Lucy Smith.

We also congratulate Honorary Fellow Moazzam Malik on his appointment as CEO of

Save the Children UK. |look forward to catching up with them at college in the coming
months.

Congratulations to Jamie Tong on his promotion to Deputy Head of Catering and to
Josh Abraham for passing his level 3 accountancy exams and successfully completing
his apprenticeship.

This week is a particularly busy period in the calendar. There are Christmas — or

Oxmas- dinners aplenty, happening strangely early in December because of the
looming end of term. In the Chapel, a candle-lit carol service on Friday provides a
beautiful festive farewell for the undergraduates. For them, there is an opportunity
for rest, recovery and then festive celebrations as well as (we urge) revision and
consolidation of course material. But spare a thought for our fellows and lecturers
who will be moving straight into the annual admissions interviews. Following the
necessities imposed by the Covid-19 pandemic, interviews will be conducted on-line
taking advantage of the technology that was developed, and reducing the pressure on
our hard-working housekeeping and catering staff. We hope that on-line interviews
remove the stress of the unfamiliar peculiar-to-Oxford environment for most of our
applicants while minimising interruption to their school work.


https://www.hertford.ox.ac.uk/news/new-intake-of-honorary-and-visiting-fellows-announced
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/hertford-college-oxford_exciting-appointment-moazzam-malik-named-activity-7265377095734673408-cC-J?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop

With the end of term, college staff can draw very well-earned breath and then catch
up on tasks that have been displaced by urgent demands. Several celebratory events
are planned amongst which the raffle, lunch, carols and staff parties are definite
highlights; and this year Hertford will host a Polish Wigilia organised by our
indomitable Ewa Gluza.

After the Christmas break, normal service will resume with another busy

term. Further events are in the pipeline, including a special celebration for
International Women’s Day 2025 on Saturday 8 March, and a Gaudy for the 1983-1985
cohorts on 29 March. | hope the river will have slowed down and the red flags lowered

so that rowing can resume next January.

There is disruption and additional work due to the library construction, and frustration
that we cannot do everything that we would like to upgrade and maintain our
facilities. But | can confirm that Hertford really is the warm and welcoming place that |
have felt it to be. | have met as many of our staff as possible since taking up the
Principalship, and have been genuinely touched by the affection that so many people
have expressed for our institution and the commitment that they show to supporting
our students and programmes. There are many members of staff who have worked
here for 10, 15, 20 or more years and to all of them and their more recent colleagues, |
give my grateful thanks.

Enough from me — make the most of the precious time with friends, family and loved-
ones in the next few weeks and all best wishes for a happy and peaceful festive break.

Lk f.

Professor Pat Roche, Interim Principal


https://www.hertford.ox.ac.uk/event/1983-1985-gaudy

