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THE PRINCIPAL'S LETTER

This year we have three new Fellows. Mr Peter Baker is the new Bursar;
he arrived last September and is already proving himself popular with
students, staff and fellows alike. Mr Baker was formerly the headmaster of
a large comprehensive school, and says that the College is peaceful by
comparison. He is busy modernizing the Bursary and computerizing the
accounts, an undertaking which is much overdue. We wish him a long and
prosperous Bursarship.

Dr Dennis Lo was elected to a Junior Research Fellowship, to succeed
Dr John Blundy who was appointed to a lecturership at Bristol University.
Dr Lo is already doctor of medicine, and is now studying for a doctorate of
philosophy in fundamental research. By analysing a sample of maternal
blood he is able to detect the genetic structure of a growing embryo.

Sir John Whitehead, the British Ambassador to Japan, who is an old
member, was elected to an Honorary Fellowship. He was also elected
President of the Hertford Society, and congratulations are offered to him
for being made GCMG in the New Year Honours List. Thanks to his
good offices, the College launched an Appeal in Japan for various research
projects, and has received generous donations of eighty million yen
(c. £340,000) from the Tokyo Electric Power Company and ten million yen
(c. £40,000) from the Kajima Corporation.  ~

The first project is to support Mr George Yarrow, our tutor in
economics, in setting up an international interdisciplinary Regulatory
Policy Research Centre, to study environmental protection and financial
regulation. The Drapers’ Company have also generously agreed to
fund Mr Yarrow’s Fellowship, making him the third Drapers’ Fellow in the
College. This would free him from some of his teaching duties, allowing him
time to become Director of the Centre and run the research programmes,

Another project is to fund Professor Jeffrey Mass, who is the Ichihashi
Professor of Japanese History and Civilisation at Stanford University
(Stanford’s oldest named chair), and Visiting Professor in the Faculty of
Oriental Studies at Oxford, where he comes each Trinity Term to lecture
and supervise research.

There are also funds to support mathematical biology, and to send
Hertford students to Japan for a variety of academic pursuits.

Congratulations go to Dr Keith McLauchlan on his FRS, and to Professor
Laszlo Solymar.on his election to an ad hominem chair and for being
awarded the Faraday Medal of the Institution of Electrical Engineers.
Congratulations to Mr Martin Biddle for being invited to give the Trevelyan
Lectures at Cambridge and to Dr David Stuart for being awarded the
Anniversary Prize of the Federation of European Biochemical Societies.

Mr Tony Cockshut has taken over from Dr Robin Devenish as Senior
Tutor, and Dr Chris Schofield succeeds Dr Peter Bull as Tutor for
Graduates. On the staff side we are missing Mrs Cynthia MacDonald and



wish her well on her retirement as College Secretary after more than 20
years with the College; we welcome her successor, Mrs Barbara Paxman.

I am missing Ms Denise Roby who has been Principal’s Secretary since I
arrived, and I wish her well upon her marriage; I welcome her successor,
Mrs Lihua Li. We also welcome Mr Tony Murphy as the new Deputy
Maintenance Manager.

The College has invested £500,000 in two more large houses at 189/191
Banbury Road in order to be able to house 16 more graduate students. In
today’s tight financial circumstances, one of the most valuable ways in
which the College can help students is to provide them with accommodation,
since the difference between the costs of living in and living out can be as
much as £1000. At present we are able to house 82% of our undergraduates
and 72% of our graduates, which compares favourably with the average of
other colleges. I would also like to take the opportunity of thanking old
members who have continued to contribute to the College Appeal, because
the Alumni Bursaries in particular have helped many students who would
otherwise have suffered from financial hardship.

If any old member wishes to contribute towards a rather unusual, indeed
unique project, we need £10,000 to pay for a new oak gate to Holywell
Quad - the present metal gate is insecure because vandals (and even aged
Principals) are able to climb over it. The gates of Oxford are amongst its
finest treasures and their variety is a constant source of pleasure to the eye;
it is a rare opportunity to be able to add a new one.

Turning to the academic side, 19 junior members gained first in Finals.
Congratulations to the following who were awarded University Prizes:
Jonathan Edwards (Modern Languages), Adam Freedman (Law), Paul
McIntosh (Law), Stuart McMaster (Law), Sarah Connolly (Geography).

In sport, congratulations go to those who won blues and half-blues last
year; including Anne Tipping, Roanna Doe and Jennifer Davidson
(rugby), Joanne Latimer (athletics), Pete Reekie (lacrosse), Sarah
‘Connolly (lacrosse and tennis), Keith Froggart and Harvard McMinn
(golf), Terry Fach (ice hockey), Michael O’Shaunessy (croquet) and
Andrew Leonard (darts). This year we are expecting the following to join
the list: Paul Hamblin, Matthew Sherrill and Graeme Brooke (soccer),
Stuart Houliston (athletics), Mike Matthews and Tim Davies (swimming),
Tim Davies (water polo), Matthew Edwards (fencing), Phoebe White and
Sarah Trevarthen (rowing), and Hamish Binns (judo). Also, Stuart
Rachels is an International Grandmaster in chess.

E.C.Z.



COLLEGE NEWS

No less an organ than The Financial Times recently placed Hertford
College, by implication, at the strategic meeting point of ‘new’ and ‘old’
Oxford. Andrew Adonis (in ‘Oxford’s crumbling spires’, F.T. 10 August
1991) wrote that

Oxford is no longer one university but two. The two universities
inhabit geographically separate campuses. They meet in the heart
of old Oxford at the corner of Broad and Holywell streets. To the
north and east lies new Oxford: the John Radcliffe hospital and
the science and engineering departments; some in hideous new
buildings, others cramped into Victorian houses. South and west
is old Oxford: Matthew Arnold’s dreaming spires, the 35 colleges
which tourists mistake for the university as a whole.

The year’s College News records the achievements of Hertford members
in the ‘two universities’ (and beyond); indeed, certain of them have
flourished in both, for the dichotomy is still in some measure artificial, the
activities of the University are rich and diverse, and the age of the ruthless
specialist operating in a rigidly compartmentalized academic world is not
quite unchallenged. One of the indubitable benefits of College life remains
the opportunities afforded for the fruitful exchange of ideas and (despite
external pressures) for the continued integration of research and teaching.

It is therefore especially fitting that this year’s College News commences
with news of our Principal, a scholar who can combine substance with style
in order to bring mathematical theorems to bear upon a whole range of
subjects: gyroscopes and boomerangs, buildings and paintings, psychological
states and social behaviour.

Past and present members of the College were delighted by the
announcement, in the 1991 Birthday Honours, of Professor Zeeman'’s
knighthood. The title was duly conferred by Her Majesty the Queen on 10
December, and on 14 January 1992 Fellows attended a Dinner in Hall at
which the Principal and Lady Zeeman were the guests of honour. The
occasion proved to be a most congenial celebration of the honour done to
the Principal.

Pol Roger

Pouilly Fumé 1989 Lobster Thermidor
Champagne Sorbet

Chéteau Durfort-Vivens 1966 Quails in Périgueux Sauce
Parisienne Potatoes

Glazed Carrots Mangetout
Blackcurrant Mousse
Chéteau Coutet a Barsac 1970 Dessert
Martinez 1927 Petits Fours



‘We congratulate Sir John Whitehead (1952), our Ambassador to Japan,
upon receiving the Knight Grand Cross of the Order of St Michael and St
George in the New Year Honours. Sir John is President of the Hertford
Society and an Honorary Fellow. We also congratulate Sir Geoffrey
Ellerton (1939) on his knighthood, announced in the same List; he is
Chairman of the Local Government Boundary Commission.

It is sad to record the death of Roland Michener (aet. 91). He visited
the College in May 1991, dining with the Principal and displaying much of
his old vigour. He was a great supporter of Hertford, and headed up the
Canadian section of the College Appeal in 1970. Many will remember the
gathering of his Hertford contemporaries from the United States and
Canada, who came over to support him on the occasion of his receiving
his Honorary D.C.L. from the University—the 'twenties recreated. He was
elected to an Honorary Fellowship in 1961 and was one of the first
Vice-Presidents of the Hertford Society.

It gives great pleasure to be able to congratulate Dr Keith McLauchlan
on his election to a Fellowship of the Royal Society. Congratulations also
go to Dr Laszlo Solymar on his promotion to an ad hominem professorship
(from October 1992); he has also been awarded the Faraday Medal of the
Institution of Electrical Engineers. (As one of those who cross the
aforementioned ‘great divide’ with ease, Laszlo Solymér (with John Wain)
has written three plays about mathematicians and philosophers of the
ancient world whose ideas brought about their own downfall; the dramas
were broadcast on BBC Radio 4 towards the end of 1991.) Dr David Stuart
has received one of two anniversary prizes awarded by the Federation
of European Biochemical Societies; he was nominated on account of his
crystallographic investigations of proteins and viruses.

Dr Malcolm Heath (JRF in Classics, 1984-7) has been promoted to
Reader in Greek Language and Literature in the University of Leeds.

We welcome our new Bursar, Mr Peter Baker, and warm to his energy
and enthusiasm which are already making their mark in many spheres of
College life.

Dr Paul Coones has succeeded the late Professor H. M. ‘Tiny’ Powell as
Dean of Degrees; as the obituary in The Daily Telegraph (25 March 1991)
noted, Professor Powell ‘was active as Dean of Degrees at the college until
the week before he died’, aet. 84. While it is well known that some members
do not take their degrees immediately, Dr Coones suspects that a recent
instance will take some beating. Mr A. F. Weightman, sometime Scholar in
Classics (1924-8), has written to the College to say that he took a First in
Greats in 1928 and regrets not having got round to taking his degree; at the
age of 87 he now wishes to correct this omission.

The preacher of this year’s Macbride Sermon was Dr P. Joyce, Lecturer
in Theology, University of Birmingham. The Macbride Sermon, traditionally
delivered in the College on the second Sunday of the Hilary Term, is a
University Sermon established in 1848 with a benefaction from Dr J. D.



Macbride, Principal of Magdalen Hall between 1813 and 1868. The
prescribed subject is ‘the application of the prophecies in Holy Scripture
respecting the Messiah to our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, with an
especial view to confute the arguments of Jewish commentators and to
promote the conversion to Christianity of the ancient people of God’.

The year 1992 marked the centenary of the death of Nathaniel Woodard,
founder of the Woodard Schools, who entered Magdalen Hall in 1834.
(He was not, however, an assiduous scholar, allegedly because of his
responsibilities as a husband and father-he married in 1836 and had
three children by 1839-but Oxford, through Tractarianism, profoundly
influenced his religion.) Four Woodard Schools were represented at a
convivial Dinner held in College on 25 February, the guests being Mr David
Exham (Bloxham}), Mr David Hughes (Hurstpierpoint), The Revd Roger
Marsh (Ardingly) and Mr Jim Woodhouse (Lancing), together with
Leonard and Evelyn Cowie, authors of That One Idea: Nathaniel Woodard
and his schools (Ellesmere, Shropshire: The Woodard Corporation, 1991).
(The line drawings in this book are the work of none other than Mr Dennis
Flanders, and a further Hertford connection is provided by the fact that Mrs
Cowie’s brother, Mr R. S. Trafford, is a Hertford man (1948) and indeed a
member of the Hertford Society.)

The College now possesses a detailed prospectus, containing much lavish
illustrative matter in full colour. Indeed, the College has been so skilfully
photographed that some members may not immediately recognlze all the
views of their Alma Mater portrayed therein.

The 1991 Gaudy was held on 4 October. Eighty-one members attended,
the years of matriculation being 1952, 1953, 1954 and 1955. They were
joined by the Principal, ten Fellows, one Emeritus Fellow, two Honorary
Fellows, the Chaplain and, from the Hertford Society, Mr Jeffrey Preston
{Chairman) and Mr Derek Conran. Mr Mark Holland replied to the Toast
of the Guests, and Viscount Tonypandy proposed the Toast of the College,
to which the Principal replied. The 1992 Gaudy will take place on 2
October, invitations being sent to members who matriculated between
1956 and 1959 inclusive.

An indication of the diversity of achievement amongst the College’s
current undergraduates is given by the election of Christopher Hall (1989),
Scholar in English, to the Presidency of the Oxford Union, while Krishnan
Gurumurthy (1989), reading PPE, has been chosen as the new presenter of
the BBC children’s news programme, Newsround.

In what may prove to be the last Norrington Table, the College rose from
sixteenth ‘place to tenth, a fact which has perhaps encouraged some
members to incline more strongly that hitherto towards the view that such
tables should be retained. Dr Jonathan Clark (All Souls), in the course of
an article, ‘Keep examining our success’, which appeared in The Times of
5 June 1991, noted that




Some colleges repeat a pattern of ordinariness decade after decade.
Others build on success and move from distinction to affluence.
When women were admitted to men’s colleges, some women’s
colleges collapsed; other colleges, under brilliant management,
such as Hertford, shot from the bottom to the top. But such
mobility is not random: it has its roots in successful or unsuccessful
policy.

The nature of our policies for the future is currently the subject of much
debate in meetings of the Academic Committee and the Governing Body.

The College has commissioned Mr Dennis Flanders, R.W.S., R.B.A. to
paint two watercolours of the College, to be made available to members as
limited edition prints. Mr Flanders is well known for his fine paintings of the
scenery and historic buildings of Britain. The magnitude of his achievement
as a topographical artist is demonstrated by his superb book, Dennis
Flanders’ Britannia; being a selection from the work of Dennis Flanders
R.W.S. R.B.A. who for half a century has observed, drawn & loved the
landscape and architecture of the British Isles (Stocksfield: Oriel Press,
1984). Mr Flanders’s visit to the College last summer proved to be a delightful
event for those few present at the time, not only on account of seeing Mr
Flanders at work but also being able to enjoy his most engaging company.
The prints can be ordered from Contemporary Watercolours Limited, who
are kindly making a donation to our Appeal from the sale of each print; a
full colour brochure cum order form is available from the College.

The appearance of the Old Quad has been greatly improved as a
consequence of a scheme for the contract maintenance of the plants, shrubs
and window-boxes. Presenting a pleasing aspect to residents and visitors
alike, the foliage enhances the effect already produced by the delightfully
diverse assemblage of buildings. Nor has the new regime been so rigorous
as to exclude representatives of the less widely noticed, conventionally
‘lower’ orders of the plant kingdom. Those with an interest in mycology will
be heartened by the annual return of the ‘fairy ring. champignon’
Marasmius oreades in the summer (before the fruiting bodies are destroyed
by the youth of the vacation ‘conferences’, whose English remains
stubbornly inadequate for the reading of the quintessentially English sign);
February, unusually, witnessed a fine group of Conocybe (siliginea var.)
ochracea. Gourmets amongst the Fellowship, however, still await the
appearance of species which might constitute an enticing suppiement to the
SCR luncheon.

FACETIAE

Whilst on the subject of the Old Quad, resident members will have
noticed the presence this year, once again, of the pair of ducks who take
their ease on the lawn. Simpkins, pausing in the course of his dubious
wanderings, views them with a mixture of calculating private interest and
coy public discretion. It must be said that he shares with the original
Simpkin (sic) his temper (bad) rather than his looks (‘Black Tie’), for the



‘mouser’ of The Tailor of Gloucester was a tabby. (‘No more twist.”)

Large notices, posted by the Maintenance Department in College
staircases last winter, possibly revealed more than was intended when they
proclaimed:

Please note that although the weather is very cold the heating is on full
power everywhere.

The tradition of educated wit, stemming from a classical training, is not
quite dead, even now. One may still find, scrawled on copies of the fire
regulations displayed in undergraduate rooms, the old chestnut: Et in
incendia ego. .

PROFESSOR MASON’S MEMOIRS

In 1932, Lieutenant-Colonel Kenneth Mason, M.C., who had spent
most of his career as a soldier and surveyor, was appointed to the first Chair
of Geography, and took up his Fellowship in the College. In an unpublished
autobiography he described his reactions to life in Oxford in the 1930s. We
are most grateful to the Mason family for their permission to reproduce this
excerpt, and to Professor Goudie for his deft editorship.

I reported my arrival to the registrar of the University at Oxford, Douglas
Veale, punctually on Sunday 1 May, the date of my appointment — much to
his surprise, since he thought I was still in Burma. I did not then know that
punctuality was a virtue not expected of dons. Trinity term had started
about a fortnight earlier, lectures had been arranged, and there was no
need for me to interfere.

It was the first time I had ever set foot within the precincts of a university,
and I had already decided that I must live in Hertford College (of which I
was now a Fellow) for a year, so that I could settle down to university life,
get to understand it and to meet and know those with whom I would have
to work. There were no vacant rooms in college at the moment, but Lord
Hugh Cecil, an honorary fellow, kindly let me live in his until others
became available in the autumn. I went home for occasional week-ends
during term, but most of my time was devoted to my new school and to my
new career.

The ‘School of Geography’, as my department of the university was
called, wasin [the] Mansfield road. It shared a large private residence, built
in the ’nineties by Dr Mee, an ardent musician, at whose death the
University had bought it. There were about twenty-two rooms, apart from
lavatories, store-rooms, outhouses and stables. About half of them,
together with the large hall and main staircase were occupied by my
department; the Society of Home Students, who were the non-residential
body of women undergraduates, occupied the rest. They were hoping one
day to push us out. They did not succeed.

In 1932 geography was not an honours subject, and students could not

10




take a degree in it. Certificates and diplomas were given after one or two
years’ study. The examinations were rather elementary and were designed
for the few students who, having already obtained their B.A. in another
subject (often history) wanted an extra qualification as teachers. Halford
Mackinder, who had been appointed the first reader in geography in 1887,
largely at the instigation of the Royal Geographical Society, which
contributed the greater part of his salary, and his successor, A. J.
Herbertson, had both done much for the subject in the past —in fact heads
of geographical departments in most provincial universities had been
inspired and taught by them; but there was no doubt that the school had
very much ‘run down’ and lost prestige since Herbertson’s day. I later learnt
that during the late *twenties the school had been very nearly abolished,
and that it was only saved by the efforts of a few keen Oxford men, mostly
historians, such as Professor John Myres, Sir Charles Oman, C.M.F.
Cruttwell (now Principal of Hertford) and others.

The proposal to establish a professorship and to create an honours school
in the subject had been supported by them but hotly contested and opposed
for some years, particularly by the members of science departments, both
physical and biological. Much of this knowledge came to me during my first
year at Oxford and it was clear that my main task must be to raise the status
of geography in the eyes of the university. On my arrival less than ten
students (male and female) were reading for the certificate or diploma.

Geography belonged to no faculty, but was supervised by a ‘board of
studies’, composed of men appointed by existing faculty boards. It was our
board of studies that finally decided the syllabus of the school, passed the
proposed lecture list, and approved the subjects for examination. None of
my staff were on the board, but I was secretary to it. The chairman
was either the Vice-Chancellor, or someone appointed by him. The most
sympathetic and helpful to me were Cruttwell (modern history), Myres
(ancient history), Henry Balfour (ethnology) and Marett (social anthropology).
All these were interested in geography, not only as it affected their own
studies, but as a discipline in its own right.

Science was also represented on the board. A. G. Tansley, professor of
botany, a delightful man, E. S. Goodrich, Linacre professor of zoology and
comparative anatomy, rather more difficult,* and F. A. Lindemann (later
Lord Cherwell) who was least helpful, were all fellows of the Royal Society
and no doubt brilliant in their own fields of knowledge; but they held
conflicting views of modern geography, both with each other and with the
historians. Before a year was out, Lindemann remarked to me that he could
not see why on earth he had been appointed to sit on the board and waste
his time ‘on such a kindergarter subject as geography’. I made the obvious
reply: ‘NorcouldI’. And thereafter he stayed away, for which I was grateful.

With the exception of Hertford and Jesus, no colleges in Oxford had
much use for geography in 1932, but there were one or two sympathetic -
dons in most. I had to find them. No scholarships or exhibitions were
offered in geography.
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I settled in at Hertford, one of the smallest of colleges at either Oxford
or Cambridge. No colleagues could have been more friendly and helpful to
a newcomer. Cruttwell had been principal since 1930. There were eight
over Fellows: J. D. Denniston, N. R. Murphy, T. R. Boase, W. L. Ferrar,
C. H. S. Fifoot, C. Hignett, Felix Markhan, and John Armstrong. Three
were classical dons, three historians, Ferrar a mathematician and Fifoot a
lawyer.

Cruttwell, Denniston and I were the same age, forty-five; we were older
than the rest. But all, except Felix and John, had served actively throughout
World War 1, which was a common bond between us. All, including
Cruttwell, were bachelors, except Denniston, Ferrar and Fifoot. It is one
of the great advantages of a small college — there were fewer than 150
undergraduates — that everyone is known to everyone else, and with five
bachelor dons it could hardly be otherwise. We certainly were a very happy
family.

Cruttwell was a distinguished historian and was engaged on finishing an
excellent one-volume account of World War I. He was a shy man, though
only his close friends perceived it, because he deliberately cloaked his
shyness with a gruff and uncompromising manner. I met him first when
I dined in College on the evening of my arrival. With my passion for
punctuality I reached the hall at 7.15, was shown to the empty high table
and sat down. Undergraduates filled the rest of the hall - ~they began dinner
at seven.

A few minutes later Cruttwell arrived, sat down on my left at the head of
the table, looked at me, said ‘good evening’ in answer to my greeting,
pushed back his chair, half turned his back, crossed one leg over the other,
waggled a foot in agitation, stared down the hall and grunted.

After a few minutes I ventured a shot across his bows. The dialogue went
like this:
‘Principal, do you always turn your back on newcomers?’
‘Yes, always,’ came the reply.
‘Isn’t it rather rude?’

‘Yes, very!’

He was still out of range. I tried a fresh line. ‘Weren't you with the
Berkshires during the War?’ I asked.

‘Yes. You got that from Who’s Who?’

“Yes, Idid,” T had to admit. It happened to be a habit of mine to find
out all I could about people I expected to meet. It was not a hopeful
beginning, and the skirmish was cut short by the arrival at table of other
dons. ‘Crutters’ introduced me, and gave me a charming smile, as though
he had enjoyed our animated conversation. Surprisingly, it was the beginning
of a close friendship that lasted until his death.

‘Crutters’ was a misogynist and did not hide it. It was nearly two years
before he would face the ordeal of meeting Dorothy, but I snared him at
last. He had driven me home after a day’s shoot and I asked him in for a
drink.
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‘Is your wife in?’ he asked.

“Yes, I think so,’ I replied.

‘Then I won’t.’

‘Isn’t that rather rude?’

“Yes, I suppose it is. I am a rude man!’

‘Then you must.’

‘Well, I can only spare five minutes.” He came in, stayed an
hour, and was quite at ease.

He was a strange man; but I constantly sought his advice and generally
took it. He had a shoot near his country cottage at Highclere, and in winter
I often used to motor undergraduates out-on Saturdays for a day’s shooting
and back to Oxford in the evening. His shyness made him a lonely man, but
I like to remember him as warm-hearted and a very good friend. Perhaps
the characteristic that undergraduates will remember most, is that he was
an appallingly bad driver when at the wheel of a car. But he never had an
accident; his reactions were incredibly swift. His passengers were more
likely to die from heart attacks than from a crash.

So much has changed since the war that the "thirties seem today to be set .
in a different world. Wives had considerable domestic help in the home, for
instance, and husbands could devote most of their time to the work for
which they were paid. When the children were small we had a nursery
governess and always two resident maids. Dorothy and I always changed
for dinner, and only on rare occasions in summer did I not put on a dinner-
jacket. At dinner parties when ladies were present, tail-coats and stiff shirts
were always worn; and at College dinner parties men were introduced to
ladies and took them into dinner ‘on their arm’. It was still the custom
among the older generation to pay a formal ‘call’ within a week to one’s
hostess and to leave:cards. And of course we did much more private
entertaining both in our house and in Hertford College, where sometimes
we sat down sixteen or eighteen to dinner. Dorothy used to arrange the
menu with the College Chef and the College butlers waited on us.

*Magazine Editor’s note: If this judgement smacks of harshness, it may be appropriate
to recall the description of Goodrich by the late Peter Medawar (in his autobiography,
Memoir of a Thinking Radish, 1986) as ‘a rather selfish little man’.
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