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and mechanisms of enzymes. The College is very pleased to have succeeded,
after many years, in securing a second chemistry fellow to assist Dr. Keith
McLauchlan, and as a result will be increasing its intake of chemistry
students in October.

Dr. Jonathan Blundy has been elected to a Junior Research Fellowship
in Geology: his current research interests lie in the analysis of trace
elements in rocks, using the new scanning proton microprobe.

Dr. Christopher Thornton has been elected to a Junior Research Fellowship
in Economic History: his current research interests lie in the evolution of
farming techniques during the thirteenth century. The two will succeed Dr.
Fiona Robertson and Dr. Nick Mavromatos. The latter will be moving to
C.E.R.N., while Dr. Chris Budd has left to take up a Lecturership at
Bristol.

We hope shortly to elect a new Tutorial Fellow in Law to succeed Mr.
Stuart Anderson, who will be leaving to take up a post at Otago University
in Dunedin, New Zealand. He will be a great loss to the College, both as a
teacher and for his wisdom in College affairs. He and the Dean have put
Hertford top in Law for the last ten years. We wish him and his family every
success in their new life in New Zealand.

We also look forward to the election of the first Carroll Professor of Irish
History, which is a new chair in the University attached to Hertford. The
creation of the chair has been made possible by a generous gift of
£1,200,000 to the University from Mr. Gerald Carroll. The chair was
allocated to Hertford largely due to the influence and interests of our
History Fellow, Dr. Toby Barnard.

Congratulations to Dr. Gerry Stone and Dr. Tony Wilson on being

appointed to Readerships in Slavonic Languages and Engineering

respectively; they will continue to hold their tutorships in the College.
Congratulations to Dr. David Stuart for his distinguished work on the
structure of proteins, which has been twice recognised on the front cover of
Nature. Congratulations to Mr. Hugh Rice, Lecturer in Music, for winning
the Young Composers Award. Congratulations to the Rt. Hon. David
Waddington, an old member of the College, on becoming Home Secretary.

Farewell to Mr. Eric Godfrey, who was a popular and central member of
Staff for many years as Hall Manager and who retired this year being
replaced by Mrs. Margaret Sheard. Welcome to Mrs. Sue Shattock to the
newly created post of Assistant Bursar, under whose influence the College
is already looking smarter.

In sport the College won the soccer cuppers in 1989, and reached the

finals in 1990, only to be beaten by Lincoln. Mike Gaffney rowed in the
Oxford boat to victory for a third time, after captaining the O.U.B.C. last
year. In last year’s Torpids the College made 27 bumps out of 28 starts. In
this year’s Eights, however, the men went down but the women went up in
their fast new boat. Terry Fach captained the University ice hockey team in
1989, and won a prize for scoring most points in 1990, beating Cambridge




on both occasions. Simon Mugglestone captained the athletics team, and
beat Sir Roger Bannister’s long-standing mile record at the Iffley Road
track. Ian Thompson captained the Judo team, and Hamish Binns won a
half-blue. Keith Frogatt won a golf blue in his first year. Roanna Doe and
Richard Winpenny won half-blues in rugby and fencing. Jeremy Quin was
elected President of the Union.

The College Appeal stands at £330,000. Of this the major part was the

Astor Gift for the support of Professor Biddle. The rest has enabled us to

. make a start on all four projects mentioned in the Appeal. Firstly the new
Abingdon House will be open in October providing another 42 rooms for
junior members. Secondly we have set up the Alumni Bursary Fund, and
already a number of junior members in financial hardship have benefited.
Thirdly we hope to begin refurbishing the Pavilion this summer, and
installing showers for the first time. Fourthly we have been able to elect two
more Junior Research Fellows, as mentioned above. I would like to take
the opportunity of thanking all ‘the old members who have contributed for
their generosity in making all these things possible.

COLLEGE NEWS

Two co-incidences have been drawn to our attention in connection with
the death of former Principal Ferrar: the obituary of his portraitist Ruskin
Spear (whose distinguished likeness of Bill Ferrar, as our frontispiece
shows, hangs in a place of honour in Hall) appeared in The Independent on
the same day as Dr. Ferrar’s own; and (casting rather further back)
many have observed that the Mathematical Class List for Schools in
1920 contained two names of men who were to become very notable
nonagenarians, the future Principal Ferrar and the future Lord Denning.

But it was indeed the deeply saddening event of the death of former
Principal Dr. Ferrar, at a turning-point of this last academic year, that gave
us fruitful occasion for thankful recollection of a principalship that had
formed a major turning-point in our longer-term history as well.

Until we all saw the list of dates and offices held by Dr. Ferrar (noted in
our frontispiece), even the older youngsters among us may not have
realized the importance of other roles Dr. Ferrar had played before ever he
became Principal, and in particular just how vividly he will be recalled as
College Bursar by so very many generations of Hertford men. Nor might
such younger members have realized as keenly as their elders do just how
great a debt we all owe him in that very role for our survival over so long a
period on so tightly limited an endowment. But none of us has ever failed
to appreciate how great a turn in our fortunes, not least in academic terms,
dates from what Sir Geoffrey Warnock, in a tribute to his distinguished
predecessor, once called the “brief, brisk principalship” with which Dr.
Ferrar capped and crowned his long record of service to the College.

# ok ok ok ok % k ok ok %k



Mirs. Barbara Gilbert, widow of the late Professor E. W. Gilbert, is most
tangibly associated with the College through the generous gift she made to
us of her late husband’s fine collection of books, housed in the Gilbert
Library that thus perpetuates her name, and his. Andrew Goudie’s address
on the occasion of the thanksgiving service for the life of Mrs. Gilbert is
reprinted elsewhere in this issue.

The death of Linda Richardson in May, so soon after she had received
her D.Phil in April for her dissertation on “William Morris, Women and
Representation”, represents a very great loss to ail who knew her, and most
particularly to the Middle Common Room which she served in many roles
(including the office of President for 1987-8) with unique style, ability and
distinction. As Computer Clerk for two years, she single-handedly
expanded the computing services and systems provided to graduates and
assisted in the production of dozens of dissertations. But much more than
through these various offices, she contributed an exceptional vitality,
humour and wit to the common room, whose social life was transformed by
her presence, making what might have been an ordinary experience into
something deeply memorable.

A very notable Gaudy was held on 29th September 1989 for those who
matriculated between 1940 and 1946: 86 old members were present, and
guests included the President of the Hertford Society, Lord Ponsonby of
Shulbrede. It is a matter of very great sadness that we should now have to
record the sudden death of Lord Ponsonby: a great loss to ourselves, as a
Society and as a College, and (as can be seen from the notice printed
elsewhere in this issue) in so many wider spheres a great loss to the life of
the political nation at large.
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Christopher Zeeman, currently serving as a Vice-President of the Royal
Society, is (as we learn from Building Design, 29th September 1989) a
member of a Gresham College commission with the theme “Building a
Better City of London”, which has set out to examine that City’s response
to the Prince of Wales’s calls for better building. He received an honorary
degree at Leeds in May and is due to receive another at Durham this coming
December. We have also been suitably gratified in the course of the year by
reading the opinion, expressed in the pages of Oxford. The Journal of the
Oxford Society (December 1989), that our action two years ago in electing
Professor Zeeman to be our Principal — “a man of such generous spirit and
intellectual stature — a genuine Renaissance man” — was one for which the
University as a whole must be very grateful to the College, an election fit on
all counts to be considered “a great academic coup”.

A link with a former very notable Principal was effected through a visit
to College by the Director of the Odda Industrial Museum in Norway, in
the course of her researches into the life and activities of Dr. Henry Boyd
(Principal 1877-1922): Dr. Boyd regularly visited Odda every summer
between 1874 and 1914, helped to establish the first hotel there, and
introduced salmon fishing as a sport. A street in Odda is named after him.
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The following notes on the research interests of fellows who have
recently joined our teaching strength will convey some idea of the academic
direction being taken by the College.

- Among these elections made to Fellowships during the year are of course
some that mark our profound appreciation of long tutorial service that
these new Fellows have already rendered to us as College Lecturers. Dr.
Anne Holmes, whose work on Laforgue has attracted appreciative notice
in the world of French Studies, continues her work as Tutor in French and
will find an extended role for her many gifts in the sphere of personal and
ppastoral contact through an Official Fellowship associated with the office of
Tutor for Admissions.

Dr. Stephanie West, a longstanding College Lecturer in Classics, has
built up a very substantial reputation in many branches of Classical Studies,
but most particularly in the demanding and intricate fields of Homeric
scholarship and papyrology. She has been elected to a Senior Research
Fellowship in Classics.

And it has been, in similar vein, a very happy circumstance that Dr. Chris
Schofield, newly elected to our second Tutorial Fellowship in Chemistry, is
already known to our members as a College Lecturer: as noted elsewhere,
his research specialisms are in the biosynthesis and mechanisms of
enzymes.

And as we go to press, we are very happily able to report the election to
a Supernumerary Fellowship of Dr. Paul Coones. Those who have
experienced him as a College Lecturer will know him already as a most
effective teacher; while his many publications in the field of human
geography include a much appreciated Penguin Guide (co-author: another
noted Hertford geographer in the person of John Patten, mentioned
elsewhere in these pages) to The Landscape of England and Wales. Dr. -
Coones will now have a fresh field to conquer as he brings a great wealth of
relevant experience and ability to the role of Tutor for Graduates.

Two of our recent elections have brought new faces into the fellowship.
A generous gift of £250,000 to the College Appeal from The Hon. David L.
Astor has enabled us to create an Astor Senior Research Fellowship in
Archzology and to elect to it Professor Martin Biddle, F.B.A.; F.S.A.
Professor Biddle is notable for having set new and lofty standards in
archzological work, and for interests that range widely, embracing the
classical world and the Near East as well as medizval England, where his
work on Winchester has brought new historical dimensions to light in ways
that most fruitfully bridge the interests of historians and archazologists
alike. We are very happy that Professor Biddle has consented to inaugurate
his membership of College by writing for us a short piece on a recent visit
to archzological sites in Egypt, printed elsewhere in this issue.

A new fellowship in English, with particular reference to medizval
English, has been filled by the election of Dr. Charlotte Brewer. Dr.
Brewer’s work on the textual history of William Langland’s Piers Plowman
has opened up new and excitingly controversial perspective on the way



Langland’s great poem came to assume the different shapes known to us
through its various recensions. Dr. Brewer has also contributed original
ideas to the debates about the compilation and revision of the New (or as
people commonly say: Oxford) English Dictionary.
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Our two outgoing Junior Research Fellows have provided us with
accounts of the research work they have carried out during their time with
~ us: we congratulate them both most warmly on what has clearly been in all

respects a successful and productive tenure.
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Fiona Robertson has completed her new critical edition of The Bride of
Lammermoor — the first scholarly edition of this novel — for O.U.P., as
those of you who kindly answered queries will be pleased to hear. Itis to be
published early in 1991. She is completing revisions to her doctoral thesis
(1988) for publication in the Oxford English Monographs series as Scott’s
Gothic: Narrative and Transgression in the Waverley Novels. This will
provide the only discussion of Scott’s narrative in relation to Gothic
experimentation in history and suspense. Among shorter pieces of work
and reviews are her essays on ‘Literature of the Romantic Period’, ‘Byron’,
and ‘Scott’ for Les Lettres Européennes, a cultural history of E.C. member
states to be published in celebration of the open market in 1992.

Nick Mavromatos, who will be moving to Geneva to take up a Senior
Research post in the Theory Division at C.E.R.N., has been engaged in
two research projects. The first, a continuation of his doctoral dissertation
(1987), relates to a detailed understanding of the problem of the unification
of fundamental forces in Nature in the context of String Theory. An exact
formalism (based on fundamental symmetries at a string level) has been
developed for the description of the low energy aspects of the theory,
believed to describe our world. His second research project is associated
with an attempt to understand the mechanism for the recently discovered
high temperature planar superconductivity. A model has been constructed
which shares many of the essential features of the superconducting oxides
(order of magnitude of critical temperature, value of flux quantum etc.).
Superconductivity is conjectured to be a consequence of a novel kind of
effective spin attraction between the electric charge carriers (holes), which
leads to a sort of spontaneous breaking of the electromagnetic symmetry.
In the context of this research, he has been invited to participate in two
(long-term) E.C. projects on possible mechanisms for high temperature
superconductivity. His research is contained in a number of publications
(23) details of which can be found in various issues of the College Magazine.

Mr. Stuart Anderson will be leaving us in August to take up a Senior
Lecturership in the Law Department at the University of Otago, Dunedin,
New Zealand. He has participated in many different aspects of the work of
the College, and we have for very many years now been able to put our
confident trust in those twin lawyer-like qualities of soundness and
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trenchancy that have so often helped us towards making a good decision.
We shall greatly miss him; but traffic between the College and the Antipodes
is a familiar two-way stream: Mr. Anderson assures us that visitors will be
welcome, and we look forward to many return visits as sabbaticals and
other opportunities permit.

Keith McLauchlan will be Visiting Professor at the University of
Konstanz, Germany, during July; John Patten was appointed a Privy
Councillor in the New Year Honours List; David Stuart’s distinguished
work on the structure of proteins has twice made the front cover of Nature
in the course of the year; and (as noted under “Publications and Productions”
in this issue) Hugh Collins Rice, College Lecturer in Music, has won the
Young Composers Award for his orchestral piece “Before the End”.

Our warmest congratulations on distinctions, and our very best wishes as
they embark on the duties associated with them, go to David Waddington
(1947) on his appointment as Home Secretary; to John Woodhouse (1957)
on his election to the Fiat-Serena Chair of Italian in the University; to the
Rev. Professor Colin Gunton (1960) on his election to the Bampton
Lecturership for 1992; to Paul Langford (1964), who has been Ford’s
Lecturer in History during 1989-90; and to Keith Dorrington (1971) on his
election to the Mary Dunhill Fellowship and Praelectorship in Physiology
at University College.

As we go to press, we have news of the activity of Dems Keefe (member
of the M.C.R. for three years while doing research on the Greek epigram)
during his time as Second Secretary at the British Embassy in Prague.

William Waldegrave reports in The Times of 8th June 1990 on his role in’

hosting contacts between the British Foreign Office and members of
Charter 77.and other human rights activists. When he left Prague in early
1988, Mr. Keefe was honoured with a farewell party attended by more than
50 Czechoslovak dissidents, - including Vaclav Havel and the present
Foreign Minister, Jiri Dienstbier, and this March he was invited back for a
party thrown by Charter 77 to celebrate the “velvet revolution”.

Our heartiest congratulations to Simon Mugglestone (third-year
geographer, and captain of the University Athletics team) for his recent
achievement in the special mile race that was run to commemorate the
opening of the £250,000 all-weather track at Iffley Road. Not content
with beating Sir Roger Bannister’s 36-year old record on the old cinder
track at Iffley Road (with a time of 3 min. 58.9 sec. to Sir Roger’s time
of 3 min. 59.4 sec.) and promptly going on to run a lap of honour, he came
back 35 minutes later to win the University 5000 metres race in 14 min. 21 sec.
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THE OPIE APPEAL

Hertford College has very strong associations with the recent very successful
appeal — launched in 1986 and completed in 1988 — to raise £500,000 for the -
purpose of keeping in Oxford, to be housed in the Bodleian, the incomparable
collection of historical children’s books assembled by Iona and Peter Opie.

Gillian Avery (Mrs. A. V. F. Cockshut) has reported in the Bodleian
Library Record (Vol. XIII, No. 1, October 1988) on the inception and
progress of the appeal, initiated in 1986 by herself and Hugo Brunner, after
Iona Opie had generously undertaken to give £500,000 so that her gift and the
money raised by the appeal would make up the total valuation figure of
£1 million placed on the collection. One of the items in the Opies’ collection
had been written by the Prince of Wales, who agreed to be patron of the
appeal, thus lending the cause, as Gillian Avery notes, both “authority and
credibility”; it proved in addition to be a widely popular cause; and once its
popularity had been demonstrated, the National Heritage Memorial Fund
stepped in with a straight gift of £100,000 together with a gift of £100,000 to
maich donations coming in from the general public. Gillian Avery also
records a munificent £53,000 raised by the Japanese Board on Books for
Young People “after a Sacred Heart nun had written . . , to the Crown
Princess of Japan who herself had been at a Sacred Heart school”. Nearer to
home, many members of College who came to vote for a new Chancellor in
February 1987 will recall how supporters with collection boxes “dunned
the queues” (Gillian Avery’s expression) wending their way into the
Sheldonian: in fact, many people knew all about it and gave very readily, so
that £1,100 was raised in the course of one day.

Gillian Avery and Julia Briggs now take up the story, in an excerpt from
their introduction to the book of essays they have edited, under the title
“Children and their Books: A Celebration of the Work of Iona and Peter
Opie: the passage begins with an evocation of that 1987 election at which
Hertford had such a priviliged view of the proceedings that gave us our new
Visitor (and the University its new Chancellor): ‘

To stand outside the Sheldonian Theatre on a crisp and sunny February
day in 1987, and shake collecting boxes at the queues of senior members of
Oxford University waiting to vote for a new Chancellor, was to discover
just how much impact the Opies’ work had made on that particular
academic community. Many of those who contributed spoke of their
gratitude for the way the Opies had enriched the lives of their children, and
enlarged their own sense of their children’s lives through their studies of
nursery rhymes, games and fairy tales; all felt strongly that the Bodleian
Library was the place for the magnificent collection of children’s books that
the Opies had acquired over some forty years to back up their study of the
literature and lore of childhood. It is particularly appropriate that their
collection should come to the Bodleian, because it was through that library
that the Opies’ connection with the Oxford University Press was first
established: Richard Hunt, then Bodley’s Keeper of Western Manuscripts,
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came across the Opies poring over eighteenth-century rhyme books in
Duke Humphrey’s Library, where so much of their research was carried
out; he encouraged them to approach the Oxford University Press and
personally effected the crucial introductions. From their encounter with
Dr. Hunt sprang The Oxford Dictionary of Nursery Rhymes, and all the
subsequent Opie connections with Oxford.

Oxford has been associated with children’s books for more than a
century. The first and greatest of them was the work of ‘Lewis Carroll’, the
pseudonym adopted by Charles Lutwidge Dodgson, a diffident young
mathematics tutor at Christ Church, who enjoyed inventing jokily allusive
stories to amuse the three daughters of the Dean, Lorina, Edith and, of
course, Alice, who gave her name to the best-known children’s book in the
-world. Roger Lancelyn Green, a generous supporter of the Opie appeal,
presented a copy of the rare cancelled first edition of Alice to the Bodleian
in 1987, just before his death. Green himself wrote books for children, as
well as being a great expert on them and, as a former librarian at Merton
College, he could be thought of as an Oxford author. There have been
many others: Andrew Lang was once a fellow of Merton, C. S. Lewis was
a fellow of Magdalen; J. R. R. Tolkien was for many years Rawlinson and
Bosworth Professor of Anglo-Saxon; Kenneth Grahame, a Thames valley
man who had been at school at St. Edward’s, left his manuscripts to the
Bodleian. Since the war many other writers for children have lived in
Oxford and set children’s stories there. The Opies’ own books have always
been published by the Oxford University Press who have a notable juvenile
list of their own, and who commissioned Humphrey Carpenter and Mari
Prichard to compile the Oxford Companion to Children’s Literature, the
first comprehensive reference work on the subject.

But though this country has produced the greatest children’s literature of
any culture, it has valued that tradition so little that many of its earliest
treasures have been allowed to slip away across the Atlantic: until recently
Oxford University took no official interest in the subject, unlike the United
States where it is recognized as suitable for study at universities and where
most recent scholarly research has been carried out.

But when in 1986 Iona Opie generously offered to give the Bodleian half
the value of her collection of some 20,000 books, the finest private
collection in the world, provided the other half could be raised by a public
appeal, Oxford University was the first to respond. Nearly all colleges
contributed, though many were heavily engaged in fund-raising on their
own behalf: some gave substantially and some gave who never normally
contributed to appeals. They were joined by the Friends of the Bodleian
both as a group and as individuals, and then by the general public who
showed a touching enthusiasm. There were hundreds of private donations:
Women’s Institutes, Brownie packs, schools, villages, and libraries all over
the country organized their own fund-raising events. The National
Heritage Memorial Fund, seeing the extent of popular support for the
cause, stepped in to make the really large contribution without which no
appeal on this scale can reach its target.
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In the summer of 1987 a selection of some of the most interesting books
from the Opie collection was put on display at the Bodleian, and as a
prelude to this event a series of public lectures were put on under the aegis
of the Oxford English faculty; these covered topics as various as the
activities of children in early modern England and the subversiveness of
Beatrix Potter. It was the first time that lectures on children and children’s
books had been advertised in the University Gazette, and though the
audiences sometimes strained to hear the speakers in the echoing spaces of
the Examination Schools, they were large and enthusiastic. Those five
lectures provide the nucleus of this book, and to these have been added
fifteen others. The majority of the contributors are associated with Oxford,
either through its colleges or its libraries, and their participation is itself
further evidence of the university’s growing recognition of the importance
of the Opies’ scholarship, and the unique nature of their investigations into
the lives and words of children. Several contributors are members of the
Oxford English faculty some of whose graduates now undertake research
into children’s books, and whose undergraduates may be able to do so
one day.

But the Opies’ own work has never been narrowly literary — it has
involved social and cultural history, anthropology, and social sciences; one
aspect of their achievement has been that, in exploring the world of
children past and present, they have incidentally exposed the arbitrariness
of the boundaries between academic subjects. The range and variety of the
essays here collected is intended to reflect something of the Opies’ open-
ended approach to research: they include accounts of the behaviour of
children in history and in fiction, as well as discussions of the material
proffered for their consumption: fairy tales, nursery rhymes, and specially
designed fiction and illustration. Two essays examine the writing, in diaries
and magazines, of children themselves. Though individual contributors
have chosen to take independent directions, certain links and common
ideas inevitably emerge: adult attitudes to childhood activities, attempts to
restrain or redirect these, and a growing acceptance of the autonomy and
voice of childhood are obviously recurrent themes, as in the contribution of
women in helping to create a nursery world.

Gillian Avery’s account in the Bodleian Library Record notes that this
collection of essays she has edited with Julia Briggs forms part of a triptych
of books marking the importance of the field that the Opies have so brilliantly
pioneered: '

Pavilion Books are publishing a lavishly illustrated account of some of
the treasures at Westerfiecld House — toys as well as books; the Oxford
University Press.has a volume of essays, Children and their Books, which
includes (as noted earlier in this piece: Ed.) the lectures given in Oxford in
the summer of 1987 to inaugurate the exhibition of books from the Opie
collection at the Bodleian, and some fifteen other contributions by
distinguished British and American scholars, and — a book from Walker
Books which will become a collector’s item in its own right — Tail Feathers
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from Mother Goose, a collection of rhymes which have so far made no
appearance in an Opie volume, each rhyme decorated by a leading
illustrator, with a jacket by Maurice Sendak. The books can also be seen as
a fitting festschrift to two people who have done more than anybody else to
show that study of the lore and literature of childhood can be a serious
scholarly activity.

Based on incorporating material written by Gillian Avery and Julia Briggﬁs.

TWELVE DAYS TO IBRIM

The parchment leaf with two columns of text in fine square Greek
capitals was as clear to read as in Bodley. In reality it had just come out of
the debris on the floor of a ruined church in Nubia last New Year’s day in
front of me. Archzologists aren’t supposed to dig for finds, and it’s
certainly not done to dig for written things (or so some say). But to see an
ancient manuscript —in this case a gospel fragment in Nubian — come out of
the ground, or to struggle to stop tiny papyrus fragments covered with
writing from blowing away in the desert wind, made me understand: what
people think Indiana Jones is all about.

Twenty years ago a rubbish tip on this site produced the only scrap of a
Latin literary manuscript from the age of Vergil ever found. The site is Qasr
Ibrim, a rock-top citadel beside the Nile, 237 km. south of Aswan, on the
southernmost edge of the Roman empire. It had taken us twelve days to get
there from Oxford. The flight from London to Cairo had lulled our
suspicions. The road from Cairo to Aswan, over eight hundred km.
confirmed them. There is only one road, it is much used by donkeys,
children, chickens, and very large lorries. By night the interest is raised by -
the Egyptian hablt of conserving electricity by only turning headlights on
when an oncoming vehicle is spotted, equally unlight. We shall not pass that
way again.

At Aswan (Night 4), we found we had permission, but did not have
‘intelligence clearance’. Everyone was very kind, The entire team' was
accommodated in the official guesthouse. Its stuffed and gilded furniture
did not entirely compensate for a dawning realisation that the regulation
one sheet per bed had not been matched by one guest per sheet. At length
(Day 9) we finally went up over the High Dam (there had been several false
starts) and down to the ships: the Gerf Hussein and the Zoser, three-decker
Nile boats on which to live and work, a steel barge for the workmen and
two High Dam Authority tugs. Lashed five-abreast we set off late that
afternoon on a voyage of over two days up Lake Nasser, on the course
where once the Nile had run, a hundred and fifty or more feet below. About
10 a.m. on Day 12, rounding the Amada reach, we saw on the skyline the
citadel of Qasr Ibrim with its great ruined stone cathedral and on the pomt
to the east the church Birthe and I had come to dig.
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Work had begun at Qasr Ibrim in 1963 as part of the U.K.’s contribution
to the U.N.E.S.C.O. International Campaign to Save the Monuments of
Nubia. Now nearly thirty years'on, Ibrim is the only site still partly above
water in the whole of Nubia, and work continues for the Egypt Exploration
Society under the direction of Dr. Mark Horton, until recently Rhys-
Davids Junior Research Fellow at St. Hugh’s, and one of our former '
students. Mark had invited the Biddles to join his team at Ibrim to help
clear up some of the many remaining problems: Birthe and myself to
investigate ‘the building on the point’, apparently an early church later
converted into a mosque, and our daughter Signe, reading Archzology and
Egyptology at Corpus, Cambridge, to cut a great section — Kathleen
Kenyon-like —through the southern defences of the citadel and in particular
to establish the context of the Latin fragment of the poems of Gallus, a
contemporary of Vergil, found twenty years before.

Nubia is dead now, drowned by Lake Nasser, its people resettled far to
the north and south. Only scorpion and snake, hyzna and jackal survive. A
few dusty bushes straggle at the water’s edge. Nothing else grows. The east
bank, the Qasr Ibrim side, is stone desert rising sharply from the lake,
rugged to the plateau top, and then flat, cut by deep wadis, until rimmed by
sharp mountains to east and south. From our building on the point, we
could see for miles to north and south, and west over the citadel to the
Sahara on the far bank: broad, sand-filled valleys out of which dark rocks
stand up like rotten molars.

Our workmen are from the village of Guft, near Qena, north of Luxor,
descendants of the men whom Petrie chose a century ago to work on the
first modern excavations in Egypt. The Guftis live on a barge moored
beside our own below the cliff. Courteous, hard-working, with dry humour,
endlessly patient and helpful with our pidgeon Arabic, and immediately
responsive to the courtesies we try to insert into our all too frequent
imperatives: ‘Clean from here to here, if you please’, or ‘I would be grateful
if you would . . . ’. Their passion is football. The fact that Egypt and
England are in the-same group for the World Cup is a bond between us.
They dig sometimes in traditional clothes, sometimes in shirt and jeans,
always with a head scarf against the wind and wind-blown sand; after work
in tracksuits, orange and green, and in trainers they play for hours on a
makeshift pitch (how many monuments were disturbed to clear it?).

Work starts at 6 a.m. It’s still dark. As we climb to the point, the figures
of the men before us are black against the sky. Sunrise over the mountains
is sudden at about 6.30. Sunset over the lake is a rapid fall at 5.20: more
often photographed than the excavations. The land of Nubia will draw us
back: Man’s lake has displaced man: a red world with blue water, each
unaffected by the other. Mars before the seas dried up.

Martin Biddle
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Undergraduates

Aidah, A. O. O.; Bateman, J. D., Biggs, J. M., Binns, H. P. A., Booth,
A.J., Breckenridge, B. G., Brett, S., Brooke, G. R. C., Buckingham, S. J.,
Bulcock, H. L., Bull, R., Button, E. A. B., Cadman, V. M., Christophersen,
0.K.,Chung, R. V-F., Clennett, M. J., Collis, J. C., Cotter, N. P., Cross,
H. R., Davidson, J. S., Davidson, T. M. L., Deacon, S. J., Del Favero, -
P. P., Dobbs, S. J., Doncaster, E. L., Downing, E. N., Dunn, G. N. §,,
Edmonds, C. P., Edmonds, N. J., Edwards, J. J. M., Else-Mitchell, R. M.,
Fegan, K. S., Ferguson P.R,, Foxman D, France D.K,, Gage K. J
Ghubril, B. F Gibbons, M. A Goodwm M D. Goody,P R. Green,
C.A.M, Grlffm H.E. Gurumurthy,S K.,Hall,C.F., Hambhn P. A,
Hanson, M., Heuvels, J., Hider, E. A., Higgitt, M.P., Hodgetts, A. M.,
Hodgkinson, A. J. M., Houseman, S. T., Houston, P, H: R., Jackson,
A. H., Jay, C. 1., Kafetzopoulos, T., Kilvington, S. C., Latimer, J. M.,
Ledgard, C. G. C., Leighton-Jones, S. G. A., Longmore, A., Lownes,
1. J., Mayhew, R. J., McGuigan, A. M., Mealor, S. E., Moore, H. L.,
Muller, S. D., Nairac, V. L., O’Shaughnessy, M. E., Pannifer, A. D. B,
Parry, 1. M., Patel, H. N., Prodger, M. M., Rakovic, S., Rayner, L. H.,
Reid, M. J., Revell, B. J., Richardson, G. D., Robinson, J. K., Rowlands,
D. A., Sage, A. C., Sage, C. E., Sareen, E., Severino, S., Simpson, T.,
Sinkinson, T. M., Smith, C. J., Smith, P. M., Sorenti, M., Steel, J. W. A,
Stokes, N. J. C., Summers, S. L., Swift, H. A., Tanner, S. L., Taplin,
R.K., Tonge,J. E , Tring, R.J., von Wlmmersperg,J H., Walker AP,
Wardell C. L. Warren, M. N Wastie, C. E. M., Waywell J. W,
Weston, G. G., Whltehouse I., Wllhams E. A, Wllllams K. A WllSOl’l,
J. L., Winchcomb, C. A

Graduates

Ayoub, G. E. L., Childs, M. N., Cole, A. J., Colquhoun, A., Crandon,
J. E., Diakite, A 0., Drlemeler D. H., Freedman, A. J., Hancock,
Ww. H J., Jawed, K., Johnson, A.E. Koczela,J E., Lagerberg,R 1.,
Larsen, J C. Law,R J.,Lee,A. K., Lester J.H. LoMomco A.C.G,,
Malik, M T. McCurry J. McLane,M N, Mlchaehs R.W.J.,Molnar, Z.,
Nieto, R., Plerce, T. M., Reis E Sousa, C.M.P.P.D,, Romano D.,
Sagumsm, D.F, Sese, J Tighe, S. P., Wall, C. E., Zalay, M.C. A,
Zavatsky, A. B.
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