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THE PRINCIPAL'S LETTER 

The first thing that I was invited to do on becoming Principal last autumn 
in succession to Sir Geoffrey Warnock was to add my signature to the 
University's Campaign for Oxford. After many years of government cuts 
the University had realised that if it wished to retain its pre-eminent 
position in the international academic world then it would have to supplement 
its public funding with private support. Not that this is anything new 
because for centuries we have depended upon the generosity of our 
benefactors. 

I was very pleased to add my signature to the Campaign on behalf of the 
College, because like the University the College's own main driving force 
is the pursuit of academic excellence at all levels. Indeed in many ways 
Hertford has seized the initiative amongst the Oxford colleges in both 
teaching and research, in its admission policy, in the academic achievements 
of its undergraduates, and in the research of its graduate students, lecturers 
and fellows. 

When the University was planning to write to old members about the 
Campaign to appeal for funds, the Vice-Chancellor invited each college to 
include a letter to their own members about their own Appeal if they so 
wished. Our own Governing Body had several long term projects in mind, 
and had already been thinking about the possibility of appealing to old 
members for their support, especially as some of the projects were now 
becoming urgent. Therefore it seemed right and proper to accept the Vice-
Chancellor's invitation, and to use the opportunity to launch the College's 
own Appeal, especially as some old members had already intimated to us 
that if they were given the choice they might prefer to give their donation, 
or at any rate part of it, to the College rather than the University. The 
details of both the University and the College Appeals should have already 
reached you if you live in the U.K., and if you live overseas should be 
reaching you in September or October. Meanwhile we have taken the 
liberty of reprinting the College Appeal in this year's Magazine, on 
pp. 55-8, in case you have not already had a chance to send a donation. 

Turning to a more personal note, I still feel a bit like a fresher because my 
wife and I arrived only a day or two before the rest of the freshers at the 
beginning of the year. This was because the College had been refurbishing 
the Lodgings for us since much of it had not been done for years. We were 
fortunate to be able to choose the decorations and were delighted with the 
result; furthermore it gave us an opportunity to get to know several 
members of the staff. We are now enjoying giving dinners in the beautiful 
dining room, and having students to lunch on Sundays. 

Coming to any new job can be like being thrown in at the deep end, 
especially in Oxford where people assume you know what to do and are 
faintly surprised when you don't. I had, however, a secret advantage 
because Sir Geoffrey very kindly wrote me a marvellous 40-page essay on 
how the College worked, spiced with his gentle wit. No wonder he was 
much loved in the College, and one of my first pleasurable duties was to 
propose his election to an Honorary Fellowship. We wish him and Baroness 
Warnock every happiness for the future. 
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At the same time the College elected Dr. Jim Bertie to an Emeritus 
Fellowship in recognition of his ten years as Bursar, and we wish him well 
in his new job of running the Cathedral. In his place we welcome Dr. 
George Marshall from Durham as the new Bursar. We also welcome Dr. 
James Brock as the new Squibb Junior Research Fellow in pharmacology. 

On a sadder note, the College mourned the passing of Lord Roberthall, 
who was Principal from 1961 to 1964, and an account of whose life and work 
can be found on pp. 40-3. The College was also saddened by the untimely 
death of Norman Bayliss, who was held in much affection as S.C.R. Butler, 
having been on the staff for nearly 50 years, and whose wife Yvonne is 
still with us as one of our longest serving scouts; he is succeeded by Richard 
Holder. 

Many old members will remember the College Secretary, Mrs. Chris 
Dorward, and wish her well in her retirement. Her position has been taken 
by Mrs. Cynthia Macdonald, while Mrs. Edith Spencer has joined the 
College as Admissions Secretary and Miss Denise Roby as Principal's 
Secretary. To tell the truth, what with a new principal, a new bursar, a new 
college secretary, a new admissions secretary and a new principal's 
secretary I had some doubts as to whether there would be anyone who knew 
how to run the place! But I need not have worried thanks to the smooth 
running of the administration by some of the senior Fellows, particularly 
the Dean Mr. Roy Stuart, the Senior Tutor Dr. Robin Devenish, the 
Admissions Tutor Dr. Neil Tanner, and the Investments Bursar Mr. Roger 
Van Noorden. 

In fact I have been struck by the harmoniousness of the fellowship, and 
their friendliness and informality. I think this must have sprung originally 
from the 'revolution' in the early 1960s by a group of younger fellows, with 
the encouragement of Lord Roberthall. The spirit of the revolution was to 
go all out for academic excellence, and to adapt to the modern world, 
somewhat in the spirit of the new universities but without losing the best 
traditions of the old. Today those young revolutionaries have now become 
the senior fellows but they still retain their youthfulness, and that I think is 
one of the secrets behind the harmony and the present success of the College. 

In any kind of human society if there are internal conflicts then a great 
deal of energy can be wasted in containing those conflicts and trying to 
resolve them. If on the other hand a society is fundamentally in harmony 
with itself then that energy can be harnessed in driving forwards together, 
and there will be enough energy left to spill over into all manner of other 
creative endeavours. So with Hertford, its confidence on the academic 
front is spilling over into a remarkable series of sporting achievements, as 
you will be reading below. 

5 



COLLEGE NEWS 

Christopher and Rosemary Zeeman took up residence in the refurbished 
Lodgings in the autumn, and both of them are making their very welcome 
presence felt in the College in numerous ways: we look forward to a very 
happy association with them both. 

Professor Zeeman holds that title many times over. He has been made an 
Honorary Professor of Mathematics at the University of Warwick, where 

I he held a Chair in that subject from the foundation of that University, 
and where he had been founder and director of the Mathematics Research 
Centre; he is Gresham Professor of Geometry at Gresham College in the 
City of London; and he is Visiting Professor of Mathematics of the Royal 
Institution of Great Britain. His alma mater at Cambridge, Christ's 
College, has made him an Honorary Fellow. 

Having been a Fellow of the Royal Society since 1975, Professor Zeeman 
has been elected to serve on the Council of that body for 1988-89. Earlier 
in the year had come the news of his receiving the 1988 Royal Society 
Michael Faraday Award, given annually in recognition of scientists who 
have done most to further the public understanding of science; it is also 
associated with the delivery (in this case, in February of the present year) 
of the Michael Faraday Award Lecture, for which Professor Zeeman's 
topic was "The dynamics of Darwinian evolution". The "Royal Society 
News", in reporting on the 1988 award, cites Professor Zeeman's "unique 
ability to convey the essence and elegance of mathematics through 
the simple elegance of his lectures, writing and radio and television 
appearances." It also refers to his outstanding Royal Institution Christmas 
Lectures in 1978, which were the stimulus for subsequent Royal Institution 
Masterclasses and which themselves "brilliantly conveyed the marvels of 
mathematics and its integration into everyday life": Professor Zeeman's 
recent Masterclasses Geometry and perspective and Gyroscopes and 
boomerangs have been videoed for use in schools. 

The Hertford presence in the Council of the Royal Society is now most 
prominent: Professor Zeeman is joining Professor Sir Philip Randle, whom 
we congratulate most warmly first on being re-elected to the Council of the 
Society for 1988-89, and then on being appointed a Vice-President of the 
Society for 1989. 

We offer our warmest congratulations both to Sir Geoffrey Warnock, 
Principal from 1972 to 1988 and Vice-Chancellor of the University from 
1981 to 1985, on his election to an Honorary Fellowship of the College; and 
to Sir Hugh Springer, Honorary Fellow, on his election to an Honorary 
Fellowship at All Souls. 

Dr. James Bertie, Bursar for ten years until his retirement last year, 
retains his connection with the College as an Emeritus Fellow, and has to 
our great delight moved no further away than to work in the office that 
deals with the financial management of the Cathedral. 
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We welcome Dr. George Marshall, from Durham, where he had been 
Administrative Officer in the Graduate Society of the University, as our 
new Bursar; and we welcome back a former Nuffield Medical Research 
Fellow, Dr. Margaret Dallmann, on her election to a Senior Research 
Fellowship in recognition of the very distinguished M.R.C. research fellow-
ship she holds in the field of transplantation immunology in the Nuffield 
Department of Surgery at the John Radcliffe Hospital. 

We welcome into the Fellowship of the College Dr. James Brock, 
already among us as a Carreras Senior Scholar, who now moves a step 
higher up, to become a Junior Research Fellow in connection with the 
SQUIBB Research Fellowship he holds in the Department of Pharmacology. 
And congratulations also to to two former Senior Scholars: to Dr. C. J. 
Howgego, on his appointment to an Assistant Keepership (with responsibility 
for Roman coinage, the subject of his D.Phil. thesis) in the Heberden Coin 
Room'in the Ashmolean Museum; and to Dr. Andrew Platt, latterly Senior 
Research Fellow at Jesus College, on his election to an Official Fellowship 
in Chemistry in the same College. 

We resumed what many of us must think something more like our proper 
place in the Norrington Table when a total of 20 Firsts in Finals (associated, 
by the way, with the award of 5 University Prizes and 2 awards of "proxime 
accessit") took us back up from 13th to 7th place; three Hertford names also 
appeared in the listings for the Gibbs Prize awards. A full account of the 
academic record of the College finds its proper place elsewhere in these 
pages. 

We have also maintained our presence in University sport. Hertford won 
Soccer Cuppers in 1989, beating St. Catz 3-2; Dave George is a blue. In 
rugger Jonny Park has captained the Greyhounds, and both he and 
Dominic Driver have been playing for the University. Keith Froggatt is a 
golf blue and Terry Fach an ice-hockey blue and captain. But perhaps the 
Boat Club, strongly supported by an active Boat Club Society, deserves 
chief mention. The 1st VIII returned to the First Division in Torpids 1988. 
In the 1989 Torpid it made two bumps and ended fifth. In Eights it made 
7 bumps, including a spectacular and unusual overbump in the First 
Division, ending 9th. We have two blues, Paul Gleeson rowing again in a 
winning University crew and Mike Gaffney, who is this years President of 
the O.U.B.C. 

The most recent of the many much appreciated visits we have received 
each September for several years now from Poland under the Visiting 
Polish Scholars Hospitality scheme was Dr. Margorzata Czerminska. 
Professor Czerminska, currently at Gdansk University, is a literary scholar 
whose special field is the study of autobiography, memoirs and diaries, and 
of the connections between autobiography and the novel: a current project 
is a book on Polish spiritual autobiography, and visiting Oxford had a 
spg,c,jal appropriateness for her because of her interest in the influence of 
Cardinal Newman on Polish writers. 
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ON GOING AWAY 
Farewell Sermon preached by Sir Geoffrey Warnock on 12th June, 1988 

Attendance at Evensong on a Sunday in this Chapel is an experience with 
which I can claim a certain familiarity. I have had that experience — and, let 
me add, enjoyed that experience — rather more than 400 times. There is of 
course nothing record-breaking about that; the Chaplain's score is clearly 
far greater, and so is Dr. Day's —it was under their already experienced eyes 
that I first came here, now more than 16 years ago. But 16 years (plus two 
terms) is quite a long time; and in that longish time there are two things I 
have done only once. There has been just one occasion on which I was 
absent (for the quite excellent reason, as I'm sure you will agree, that I was 
playing in a cricket match); and hitherto, there has been just one occasion 
on which I preached the sermon — or, as, being a lay person, I would more 
comfortably say, gave an address. The reason why I have now been asked 
to speak here once more is, of course — not, I trust — certainly not — that this 
is the last occasion on which I shall come here — but that it is the last time 
that I shall be here as the Principal, and as a resident member of the 
College. Like some at least of you I shall soon, in our local terminology, be 
`going down'; and though that is not the end of being a member of the 
College — once a member of a College, always a member — it is nevertheless 
a bit of a landmark; and I have tried to think about it. 

So let me, as a soon-to-be-going-away person, talk for a few minutes to 
others who will also be going away. What will you take away? Well, 
friendships, I am sure; and I hope that in future years you will be able, with 
the sort of care and attention that friendships do actually need, to keep 
them in good repair. Then you will take away, of course, much that you 
have learned — both the things that you have learned, reluctantly or 
otherwise, by being taught, and also the other things that you have learned, 
not by being taught, but simply by living for a few years the lives of 
intelligent and reflective people in a smallish community of your intelligent 
peers. I hope that you will remember the College; and of course I hope that 
you will remember it, as I shall do, with a certain element of affection. I am 
not, in general, a very fervent believer in loyalty to institutions — that 
sentiment is rather liable to be . . . well, sentimental. However, as institutions 
go a College is, I think, one of the better sorts. It is a society, not a hierarchy, 
and it is of a size that allows it to have a human face, and, I would add, a 
quite highly individual and recognisable face; I have been a member, at one 
time or another, of four Oxford Colleges, and, I can assure you, that each 
had a quite distinct 'personality' of its own. It would be invidious to pursue 
the question which of these four personalities I have found the most 
sympathetic and agreeable (and even more invidious, which I have found 
the least); but certainly I shall take away warm memories of this one. But 
a College, despite its very human face, has the advantage over an actual 
human of durability, of indefinite longevity, indeed of permanence, so far 
as any human institution can aspire to that. Our College was here, alive and 
well, many many years before any of us became a part of it; and it will be 
here many, many years after we have ceased to be any part of the local 
scenery. However important to us our going away may be, it is, I find, an 
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agreeable, sustaining thought that to our College it is a matter of scarcely 
any importance at all. We have contributed for a time to a life far less 
fragile, far more enduring, than our own. And in that steady continuity this.
Chapel, is surely, at least for us here, a conspicuous element. We take from 
here, and will remember, the stability and strength of a quietly unchanging 
ceremony, a constantly renewed, but constantly familiar, communal act of 
celebration and worship; and you will know that this strong thread will not 
break when we leave this College — that it will hold its place and its strength, 
not only here for others, but for us elsewhere — in the words of the hymn 
`Where e'er Thy people meet'. I hope you will remember too, as I shall, our 
little local variants — as for instance that, where the Prayer Book says 
peremptorily 'All stand', for some reason we all remain obstinately on our 
knees. There is continuity in that too: never once in my time have we 
omitted that odd little deviation. Nothing, I think, of any deep liturgical 
significance lurks behind that. We are not throwing down a defiant gauntlet 
to Cranmer. Perhaps it is just a scarcely conscious, unobtrusive, wholly 
unaggressive affirmation of the proposition that Hertford people are not to 
be ordered about — a proposition not unfamiliar, I believe, to other 
Colleges, and to the University. 

But I suppose that, before I stop, I really ought to address the question 
what sage words of counsel I, as a person going away after a decidedly long 
time, would offer to those going away after a comparatively short one. I 
have thought rather anxiously about this, mentally wrapping my best old-
bufferish mantle about me in the hope of inspiration, and have been in fact 
rather surprised by what came to mind. I shall not press upon you the 
importance, as the key to success in life, of the virtue of industry; you know 
all about that and both I and your tutors have been, so to speak, professionally 
committed to harping to you on that theme as and when it had seemed to 
require a bit of harping. Nor shall I commend to you the more high-profile 
virtues that we all know to be, of course, commendable — to do so would be, 
I trust, superfluous and, in me, almost impertinent, since I am quite sure 
that my credentials in that line are not in the least superior to yours. But, 
looking back over rather more than forty years of life in Oxford I do seem 
to see, and feel inclined to mention, one thing that in our lives today is at 
once difficult, easily undervalued, often overlooked altogether, but, I am 
sure, important — and that is the virtue of patience. Let me urge you always 
to reflect that there is always time. Much in the way that we live — and you 
have hithkrto lived — militates against that. Our working calendar is shaped, 
and so our lives are largely shaped, into a busy, bustling succession of 
weeks, of terms, of academic years; we are clock-dominated, calendar-
ruled, with essays to be written, deadlines to be met, this or that to be done 
and then on we hurry to the next thing. We easily come to feel, I think, that 
the important thing is to get it done. But that is actually not the important 
thing. The important thing is to get it done right, to get it done well; time is 
needed for that; and for that there is always time. Of course I am not talking 
of trivialities, such small matters as weekly essays, book reviews, house-
work and things of that ephemeral sort; perhaps such things are simply to 
be got done, and deadlines may prevent us from wasting too much time on 
them. But if it is an important thing something that will seriously matter, 
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one way or another, in our lives — some real piece of work to be undertaken, 
some crucial decision to be made, some serious commitment to be 
accepted, or not accepted — remember that it does not all have to happen 
now, or tomorrow, or next week, or even next year. There is always time —
if we have patience enough, time to get it right, or at least to give ourselves 
a decent chance of getting it right. Of course, you may say, that is easier for 
me to say than for you to accept; a person going away, like me, into 
retirement, with the alluring prospect of nothing in particular to do, is not 
going to find his resources of patience very severely tested; can he decently 
counsel patience to those with an eager foot on the ladder's first rung? Well, 
I hope he can. Impatience is a kind of gobbling things up, a kind of greed; 
it is also a kind of disrespect to serious matters; it can do much harm. I am, 
as I have said, rather surprised that there should be a theme that came into 
my head on this occasion; but it is I think a defensible one, and I hope it has 
not bored or surprised you too much. We have learned — should have 
learned — in this Chapel, and in this College, a regard for work well done, 
for such durabilities as truth, and respect for others, and understanding; we 
are inheritors — should be inheritors — of a serious, demanding tradition that 
we shall do well to sustain, and for the worthy sustaining of which . . . there 
is always time. "Wherefore" in the words of St. Paul to the Hebrews, 
"seeing we are encompassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 
run with patience the race that is set before us". So I shall leave it at that: 
"Let us run with patience the race that is set before us"; and I wish you well. 

G.J.W. 

THE HOUSE OF CLIFFORD 

Felix Markham has written the following review of 

Hugh Clifford, The House of Clifford (London: Phillimore, 1988), 

a copy of which (as noted in last year's Magazine) was generously donated to 
the College Library by the author (whose obituary also appeared in last 
year's issue). 

The Clifford family has played a substantial part in the life of the nation 
since the Conquest. The founder of the family came over with William the 
Conqueror, and was rewarded with lands in Herefordshire. In mediaeval 
and Tudor times, the Cliffords were Marcher Lords in Herefordshire and 
later in Cumberland, where they became Earls of Cumberland. Several 
Cliffords went on Crusade, and one was killed fighting with the Teutonic 
Knights in Lithuania. As the senior branch of the Cliffords died out, a cadet 
branch established itself in South Devon. A Clifford married a Courtenay 
heiress, owner of Ugbrooke. 

Thomas Clifford became Treasurer in 1669, and though not yet a 
Catholic, was in favour of toleration and reunion; as a member of the 
government of the Cabal, he was privy to the negotiations of the Secret 
Treaty of Dover of 1670. After the fall of the Cabal, he became the first 
Lord Clifford of Chudleigh. He took with him to Ugbrooke the papers 
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relating to the Secret Treaty, and they have been available to historians: 
they trace the negotiations, but they do not cast light on Charles II's 
motives. In signing it, Charles undertook to declare himself a Catholic and 
to convert England to Catholicism with the help of 6000 French soldiers. 
Was it a genuine conversion, halted by the reaction to the Declaration of 
Indulgence? Was it done to please his sister Henriette, one of the French 
delegates at Dover? Was it a cynical manoeuvre to obtain money from 
Louis XIV, with no intention of carrying out the terms? Whatever the 
motives, it was a risky policy: memory of the Secret Treaty led to the Test 
Acts, and later to the prolonged crisis of the Popish Plot which shook 
the throne. 

Ugbrooke was rebuilt by Robert Adam in the late eighteenth century. 
The exterior is peculiar, as appalling pseudo-Romanesque nineteenth-
century accretions obscure the Adam front. The interior has some vintage 
Adam including a unique Adam chapel. 

The recently deceased Lord Clifford was an undergraduate at Hertford 
in the late thirties, and the College is most grateful to him for his gift to the 
Library of this handsome and well-researched volume. 

Readers may be interested in the personal recollection supplied by the 
Revd. Arthur R. Moss in a letter to The Times (26th March 1988) detailing 
some war-time experiences of the late Lord Clifford, after he had been taken 
prisoner. 

He found he was lodged in a Prisoner of War camp in the north of Italy, 
a country he knew well, both its terrain and its language. He managed to 
escape 29 minutes before the Germans arrived to take over. 

He and his comrade, a New Zealand sergeant, tramped for many hours 
up into the wilder recesses of dig Apennines. They made their way to the 
Bardi area, and for the next year he organized the patriots there and 
conducted a private war against the Germans. 

There were Italian family connections with the Cliffords' ancient line, 
and he was not slow to make use of these advantages in cloak-and-dagger 
fashion. But knitting the anti-German elements into a fighting unit was to 
prove an impossible task, so deeply were they divided in their political 
allegiances. 

Fortunately, he kept a war diary, which is now in the Imperial War 
Museum. 
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THE KIMBERLEYS RESEARCH PROJECT 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA, 1988 

(The College's many links with Australia may in themselves have served to 
make that country's bicentennial celebrations in 1988 something of rather 
special note for us. Your Editor, noting what Andrew Goudie has to say 
about the 'somewhat spurious' character of this bicentenary, may perhaps 
admit that he has long inclined to a different school of thought: if we do have 
to go counting round-figure anniversaries of European involvement in the 
Antipodes, then an appropriate base line from which to start might be 1606, 
when Quiros discovered what people later called the New Hebrides, but 
which he called (partly as a compliment to the Habsburgs who then ruled 
Spain) "Austrialia del Espiritu Santo". But be all that as it may, a bicentennial 
was being celebrated in 1988, and Hertford took part in a major project 
inspired by the wish to mark that year by very properly fielding a strong 
contingent from one of its strong subjects. — Ed.) 

Large scientific projects, like jet fighters or the allocation of the Swift 
Room, are a long time in the planning and implementation. Thus work on 
the 1988 Kimberleys Research Project, a joint venture in tropical Western 
Australia involving the Royal Geographical Society, the Linnean Society of 
London (bicentenary 1988) and various Australian scientists and institu-
tions (themselves celebrating their own somewhat spurious bicentenary), 
started in 1984. This early start was necessary given the inherent complexity 
of the task, the often justified lack of enthusiasm of the aboriginal peoples 
both for bicentennial events and for scientific exploration of their traditional 
lands, the labyrithine nature of Australian Commonwealth and State 
bureaucracy, xenophobic suspicions of some academics, and the need to 
raise over £100,000 of funding. 

In the event the planning was successful and the project was supported by 
the Government of Western Australia, so that on All Fools' Day 1988, 
35 scientists, 6 administrative staff and a film crew of 5 converged on one of 
Australia's greatest wilderness areas: the Kimberley region. For four 
months they were to radiate out from "Qantasbase", a tented camp on the 
Lennard River provided by the Australian Defence Force, and reminiscent 
of a stage set for M*A*S*H. In a fleet of Mitsubishi four-wheel drive 
vehicles they were seeking to record and analyse the life-forms and land-
forms of a huge area of mountainous savanna. 

Four of the scientists (A. S. Goudie — Leader; Dr. Peter Bull; Dr. 
Heather Goudie; and Dr. Ian Livingstone) were from Hertford, and they 
were joined by an ace reporter from ABC Radio who did a one hour feature 
on the project for ABC's 'Science Show'. The reporter was Chris Zinn, who 
was a notable Geographer in the College in the late 1970s. Other V.I.P. 
visitors included the Duke of Kent, Lord Shackleton, the Governor of 
Western Australia, Lord Chorley, and the Commander in Chief of the 
British Army. The Duke of Kent's visit was in his role as project patron and 
it came just two days after Heather Goudie had given birth to a daughter in 
a local hospital. In true geomorphological fashion she was named Amy 
after a local twin-summited granite mountain of that name, and was out at 
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camp with her intrepid mother within days of the birth. 

The backdrop of the project was provided by a sinuous bastion of 
serrated grey rock called the Napier Range. This rises abruptly from a plain 
of almost unremitting tedium, and is the eroded stump of a coral reef that 
was laid down in the Devonian era some 350 million years ago. In spite of 
its age and the ravages inflicted upon it by ferocious cyclones that curl in 
from the Timor sea, it still has the recognisable form of a barrier reef but 
one from which the sea has receded for millions of years. Being made of 
limestone it is riddled with caves, gorges, swallow holes, blind valleys, and 
razor-sharp pinnacles. For geomorphologists it was a paradise that was only 
spoilt by the unwelcome attention of certain things Australia excels in —
flies, bees, flies, mosquitoes, flies, spiders, and flies. 

The life-scientists were for professional reasonsaless ill-disposed towards 
the local fauna and flora. The range of phen5mena they studied was 
remarkable for its breadth, and some was seemingly highly esoteric: the sex 
life of damsel flies, the biogeographic affinites of lichens, the acoustic 
emissions of bats, the lime precipitation role of mosses, the habitat require-
ments of endemic snails, the grotesquely bloated anatomy of the local boab 
tree (a relative of the African baobab), the territories of marsupial mice, 
and the nutritional properties of bush tucker. However, most of the work 
involved collecting and taxonomy — a necessary prelude to further scientific 
investigations. 

The Kimberleys are a harsh, uncompromising, sweltering landscape, and 
tensions exist between conservationists, ranchers, aboriginals, mining 
companies and tour operators. The precise form that the future may take is 
uncertain, and although the area remains recognisably the same as when 
the shores were visited by Dampier in 1688, it is likely to be transformed in 
future decades. The scientific results of the Kimberleys Research Project 
may help to persuade those involved in this transformation that there is 
much in the Kimberleys that deserves protection. 

A. S. Goudie 
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MATRICULATIONS 1988 

Undergraduates 

Agnos, D., Ball, L. J., Belt, P. J., Bennett, J. R. A., Beswick, J. D., 
Birkle, L. M., Brown, K. J., Bruce, J. S., Bunn, A. M., Cadwalladr, C. J., 
Campion, R. A., Capocci, M. S., Clouder, J. G., Cohen, J. H., Collard, 
R. I., Conway-Crapp, C. L., Crowe, L. G., Cupples, A. J., Cutcliffe, R. L., 
Day, L., Doe, R. E., Duncan, S. C., Eccleston, N., Elliott, P. J., Esner, J. D., 
Fairhurst, J. M., Ferrier, D. E., Fletcher, K. J., Froggatt, K. A., Goodhind, 
P. F., Gould, T. W., Hamilton, P. G., Harrison, M. W., Harris, C. J., 
Healey, P. D., Hebson, C. P., Hill, A. J., Hogg, C. M., Hopkinson, C. A. I., 
Hutchinson, S., Johnson, E. J., Jones, H. L., Jones, R. W., Kelly, J. A., 
Kerr, S. A., Keys, R. H., Knight, F. I., Knight, R. A., Lavis, A. R., 
Loverseed, R. J., Lugg, R. J., Mancuso, M. V., Marshall, J. N., Marvin, G., 
May, A. A., McDermott, P. J., McMaster, S. C., Merritt, N., Millar, J. G., 
Moreira, N. H., Moseley, P. D., Myles, A. H., Nairac, A., Najmudin, Z., 
Needham, H. C., Ngo, H. T., Noel, L. S., Notley, J. G., Oliver, K. H., 
Pearce, S. K., Pearson, E. J., Reid, A. W., Reid, N. A., Renton, S. A., 
Ridyard, K., Robertson-Watts, B. L., Rushbrook, D. J., Samuel, A. V., 
Seglow, J. P., Sharpe, J. A., Smith, P. J., Spratley, P., Stevens, A. E., 
Stevens, R. H., Stone, R. C., St. Clair, E. H., Swallow, R. A., Taylor, S. C., 
Thompson, E. J., Tinnion, A., Tipping, A. M., Tribe, S. J., Troughton, J. K., 
Tulley, M. J. C., Walsh, J. M., Waters, R. A., Watson, D. D. H., Wells, 
B. B., Whitaker, D. F., Whitehead, J. S., Whitham, S. R., Worledge, P. R. 

Graduates 

Arakawa, T., Avenoso, K., Banham, G., Bekman, S. V., Blair, G. M., 
Brittis, S., Burke, K. H., Carbone, C., Carter, W. J., Christie, M., 
Dimberline, A. J., Doyle, M. F., Etheridge, B. J., Fisher, C. J., Fleischman, 
C. A., Geesey, S., Huntingford, C., Liao, X., Logan, D. T., Mirza, M., 
Mistry, S., Moody, I., Nguyen, N. H. C., Norman, A. J., O'Donald, L. J., 
O'Reilly, B. F., Pinette, S. H., Riordan, J., Roth, A., Sharam, E. S., 
Slater, J. T. D., Vetrie, D. L. P., Wang, Y-G. 

EXAMINATION RESULTS 1988 

MODS, PRELIMS SCHOOLS 

Biochemistry 
Lewis, Richard Part I 
Stokoe, Joseph Mayhew, Mark 

Nicholson, Andrew 
Wood, Timothy 

Part II 
Lemmon, Mark (S.) 
Tedoldi, Barbara 

Biology 
Driver, Dominic Mason, Stephanie II(ii) 
Entwhistle, Abigail Tolley, Richard II(i) 
Fox, Richard 
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Physiological Sciences 
Bamber, Helen 
Lai, Clement 

Zoology 
Harrison, Philip 
Mawby, Simon 

Chemistry 
Cowlishaw, Deborah 
Jones, Karen 
Maliphant, Simon 

Bliss, Philip II(i) 
Chadwick, David II(i) 
Cox, Jeremy II(i) 
McFarlane, Jonathan II(i) 

Part I 
Hulme, Christopher 
Wilkinson, Roger 

Part II 
Bagby, Stefan II(i) 
Campbell, Douglas 
Hansjee, Namesh 
Warren, Robert II(i) 

Engineering Science 
Harcus, Ian II Davies, James II(ii) 
Needham, Michael I Hewlett, Simon I 
Noguchi, Kentaro II 
Sevgen, Fusun II 

Eng. 'Econ. I Manag. 
West, Darren II Part I 

Barber, Christopher 
Baum, Jonathan 
Birkle, Christopher 
Dell, Graeme 
Gleeson, Paul 
Hughes, Richard 
Rajkumar, Vardhan 

Part II 
Tinsley, Paul 

Engineering & Computing Science 
Parker, Gregory 

English 
Ashworth, Andrea I Chambers, Claire II (1) 
Carpenter, Steven II Cole, Louise II(i) 
Craig, Elaine II Groom, Nicholas I 
Dodd, Andrew II Khan, Shahriar II(ii) 
Hitt, Carolyn II Lipton, Martin II(ii) 
Holland, Ailsa II Lloyd, Christian II(i) 
Jones, Amanda II Matthews, Steven II(i) 
Morpeth, David II Millard, John II(i) 
O'Connor, Dean II Ormsby, Andrew II(i) 
Pickering, Lisa II Roy, Penny II(i) 
Taylor, Rebecca II Turner, Martin II(i) 

Swanson, Catherine II(i) 

Eng. I Mod. Langs. 
Harper, Alice II Austin, Guy 

Fine Art 
Aldrich, Stuart 
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Geography 
Crompton, Susan II Berger, Ingeborg 
Evans, Gillian III Brown, Cicely II(i) 
Frost, Debra II Duerdoth, Kaye 
Goodwin, Philippa Edwards, Lucinda II(ii) 
Hailwood, Adrian II Mason, Simon II(i) 
Hutchings, Timothy II Rice, Stephen II(i) 
Jackson, Laura II Riddington, Roger 
Lewis, Jonathan II Seymour, Robert 
Mugglestone, Simon II Willis, Jonathan II(i) 
O'Connor, Michael II 
Thornes, Christopher II 
Williams, John (Richard) II 

Geology 
Fleming, Jonathan Brown, Daryl II( i) 

History 
Corey, Caroline III Antill, Justine II(i) 
Fish, Peter (Robin) II Busvine, Douglas II(i) 
Greenberg, Mark III Condliffe, James Iff 0 
Hodgson, John II Cowley, John II(ii) 
Quin, Jeremy II Ellis, Martin II(ii) 
Ray, Marion II Griffiths, Stella II(i) 
Symes, Claire Jones, Andrew II(ii) 
Williams, Christopher II Newton-Price, James II(i) 

Popkins , Gareth I 
Smith, Lorraine Iff 0 

History & Economics 
Pearcy, David II 

History & Modern Languages 
Benson, Amanda 
Kelsey, Alistair 
Riches, Julia 
Smeeth, Jeremy 

Human Sciences 
Connal, Sulina 
Griffiths, Ruth 

Jurisprudence 
Ballantyne, Jane Arnell, Elizabeth I 
Gordon, James East, Jeremy I 
Hilton, Sonia Ellis, Jane II(i) 
McFarlane, Matthew Fergusson, kin II(ii) 
McKillop, Marlene Judges, Susan Iff 0 
Tyler, David Distinction Miller, Lesley II(i) 
Whitaker, Quincy Morton, Sarah II(i) 
Winpenny, Richard Varley, Lewis II(i) 

Wells, Sarah II(ii) 
Wicks, Joanne I 
Woods, Deborah II(i) 

Lit. Hum. 
Conybeare , Duncan 11(i) Hall, Jonathan 
Ivens, Elizabeth III Lane, Katherine 
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Mathematics 
Howard, Robert II Head, Catherine II(i) 
Jackson, Hilary II Hutton, Mark II(i) 
Joshi, Mark I Rooprai, Akash I 
Thompson, Ian II Weiss, Rachel II(i) 
Zaidi, Tooba I 

Maths. /Philosophy 
Briggs, Richard II(i) 

Modern Languages 
Gasparova, Olga Distinction Head, David II(i) 
Hall, Louise Krzeczunowicz, Pawel II(i) 
Hardman, Helen Distinction Lennon, Anne-Marie II(ii) 
Macmichael, Nicola Distinction McCarthy, Richard III 
Rooney, Rebecca 

Classics & Modern Languages 
Lemos, Maria 
Watson, John 

Philosophy & Modern Languages 
Morfee, Adrian Ross, Richard II(i) 

Music 
Briant, Natasha III Steele, Alcoa II(i) 

Oriental Studies 
Barker, Gillian Barker, Andrew II(i) 

(Chinese) (Japanese) 
Boswell, Michael Harrison, Graeme II(i) 

(Chinese) (Egyptology) 
Tull, Robert Lower, Melissa II(ii) 

(Chinese) (Islamic History) 

P. P. E. 
Aarhus, Bjorn Clynes, Alasdair III 
Gardiner, Stephen Davies, Sian II(i) 
Hall, Conrad Howard, Alistair II(ii) 
Jeapes, Esther Jones, Katherine II(i) 
Jones, Stephen Muir, Alison II(ii) 
Mawhinney, Stephen Munsch, Stuart II(ii) 
Sharp, Jonathan Stewart, Michael I 
Winnifrith, Thomas Turpin, Jonathan II(ii) 
Wood, Nicola Abrahamson, Daniel II(ii) 

Physics 
Bagshaw, William II Asquith, Julian II(i) 
Dobbs, Harvey Hague, Mark II(ii)'
Jardine, John II Gaskarth, Jilan I 
Mason, Guy II Ross, Andrew II(ii) 
McManus, Declan II Sharpe, Duncan II(ii) 
Sen-Gupta, Alexander II Smith, Christopher II(ii) 
Shah, Jiteen Smith, Mark II(ii) 
Shield, Andrew II 
Spencer, Roger II 

Physics & Philosophy 
Huggett, Nicholas II(i) 
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AWARDS AND PRIZES 

The following were elected to scholarships for Firsts or Distinctions in 
the First Public Examination: 

Engineering and 
Computer Studies: 

Engineering Science: 
English: 
Geography: 
History: 
Law: 
Mathematics: 
Modern Languages: 
Physics: 

G. Parker 
M. Needham 
A. Ashworth 
P. Goodwin 
C. Symes 
D. Tyler 
M. Joshi, T. Zaidi 
0. Gasparova, H. Hardman, N. Macmichael 
H. Dobbs, J. Shah 

The following were elected to scholarships on the recommendation of 
their tutors: 

Chemistry: 
Engineering Science: 
History: 
Law: 
Lit. Hum.: 

K. Jones, S. Maliphant 
I. Harcus 
C. Williams 
P. Aeberli 
D. James 

The following were re-elected to their awards: 

E.E.M.: J. Baum, C. Birkle, R. Hughes, V. Rajkumar 

Book prizes were awarded to the following: 

E. Arnell (Jurisprudence) 
G. Austin (English & Modern Languages) 
I. A. Berger (Geography) 
D. J. Campbell (Chemistry) 
J. J. L. East (Jurisprudence) 
J. Gaskarth (Physics) 
N. M. Groom (English) 
J. M. Hall (Literae Humaniores) 
N. Hansjee (Chemistry) 
S. Hewlett (Engineering) 
M. A. Lemmon (Biochemistry) 
M. Lemos (Classics & Modern Languages) 
G. J. Popkins (History) 
S. Rice (Geography) 
R. Riddington (Geography) 
A. Rooprai (Mathematics) 
R. J. Seymour (Geography) 
P. R. Tinsley (E.E.M.) 
J. Watson (Classics & Modern Languages) 
J. Wicks (Jurisprudence) 
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Boase Prizes (Modern History) 
Prizes were awarded to G. Popkins and C. Symes 

Gibbs Prize Awards 
Gibbs Prize in Geography: J. A. Wright 
Law (proxime accessit): P. Aeberli 
Law (book prize): J. J. W. Herring 

Martin Wronker Law Prize 
(proxime accessit): E. A. Arnell 

Herbertson Memorial Prize 
Geography: S. P. Rice 

Henry Oliver Beckit Memorial Prize 
Geography: I. A. Berger 
Geography (proxime accessit): R. Riddington 

Nomination for the F. H. Green Prize 
of the Association of British Climatologists 
Geography: S. J. Mason 

Nominations for the R.G.S. National Award (J. A. Steers Award) 
Geography: S. P. Rice 
Geography (proxime accessit): I. A. Berger 

Institution of Production Engineers Su Butec Prize 
E.E.M.: P. R. Tinsley 

DEGREES CONFERRED 28/10/87 — 30/7/88 

B.A. Balmer, B. L., Bedford, R., Bell, A. J., Briggs, R. G., Browne, W. A., Carroll, C. F., 
Carville, J. D., Cherry, J. A., Collyer, I. F., Cornthwaite, A. J. C., Crawford, R. J., 
Crowe, N. J., Cruz, L. M., Culligan, K. L., Davenport, C., Davies, M. S., 
De Jersey, P. E., Dharampal, R. A. A., Dickenson, N. F., Dutfield, H. M., 
Ellerker, G., Evans, B. R. L., Etherington, M. S., Farrimond, K. J. T., Feld, G., 
Ferguson, K. M., Fisher, S., Forster, K., French, E., Goodacre, C. M., Gould-
Davies, N. J., Gutt, A. B., Gutt, J., Hall, J. M., Hammond, I. M., Haughton, M., 
Hewitt, P. G., Hickson, F. J., Hill, M. T. H., Holland, K. J., Hudson, N. A., 
Hunt, M. F., Inman, P. S., Jaigirder, M., Joynes, C. B., Kaye, F. R., Keely, S. E., 
Kiely, J. M., Lees, A., Lemmon, M. A., Livsey, A. C., Lobo, S. M., Lyall, A. D., 
MacKinnon, J., Mills, D. H., Mills, N. A., Moran, T. M., Morris, T. R., Newman, 
J. A., Newton, D. A., Nicholson, A. J., Oldfield, M. J., Outhwaite, A. J., Owens, 
R. J., Palmer, D. E., Parsons, R. A., Pennington, R. S., Petrie, I. R., Petrie, R. P. W., 
Pollitt, V., Pugh, J. B., Railton, B., Reiss, P. H., Richardson, S., Rintoul, J. K. H., 
Schwarz, M. R., Shears, D. J., Simpson, C. L., Smith, R. G., Sommerlad, F. C., 
Standar, J., Steller, R., Strugnell, A. C., Taylor, R. W., Thompson, N. J., 
Thornton-Clark, N., Tovey, I. G., Vallely, A. J., Ward, M. J., Watson, J. W., 
Watt, A. M., Weston, I. R., Wheeler, M. E. J., White, J. P., Wilkinson, V. S., 
Williams, C. A., Williams, H. M., Williams, R. V., Williamson, S. R. J., Wood, S. C. 

M.A. Adkins, R. D., Alexander, H. A., Bloodworth, T. J., Buckley, N. A., Deitch, A., 
De Voil, P. W., Edwards, I., Godfrey, C. M. J., Grant, R. I., Gutt, J., Hunt, N. L., 
Irwin, L. R., Jebb, R. W., Kiely, J. M., Lucas, J. A., Lusk, J. P., Lyall, K., 
MacDonell, B. M., MacKinnon, J., Mayer, E. J. F., McInerny, N. G., Mercer, 
N. A. J., Millar, G. F., Mills, N. A., Morgan, M. C. E., Morley, H. S., Oldfield, M. J., 
Pennington, R. S., Rees, S. P., Rose, M. P. R., Russell, J. C., Samuel, J. C., 
Saunders, J. K., Shaw, J. C., Shaylor, A. P., Shore, K. M., Sohm, R., Stirling, 
M. W. J. B., Stone, J. E., Sullivan, C. B., Thomas, C. T., Thornton-Clark, N., 
Tovey, I. G., Travers, J. P., Wheeler, M. E. J. 
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D.Phil. 

M.St. 
D.Sc. 

Chan, T., Cranmer, R. P., Leadbeater, S. R. B., Loh, A. P., Moynihan, G. J. B., 
Okogu, B., Teh, C. I., Viles, H. A., Walton, H. A., Whiteway, D. 
Meyer, P. B. 
McKee, J. C. S. S. 

THE CHAPEL 

Organ Scholars: Michael Young, John Beswick. 
Bible Clerks: Phil Clark, Nigel Thornton, Jonathan Herring, Huw Morgan. 

During the year of 1988, we have been considering the themes of 
`Dedication to a great cause', 'Taking God Seriously' and 'Finding the 
Way'. Helping us to explore the theme of dedication, Dr. Jeffrey John, 
Dean of Divinity at Magdalen College and a former student of Hertford, 
spoke about 'Wrestling with God'. Fr Philip Ursell, Principal of Pusey 
House, preached on the life of St. Paul, and the Bishop of Stepney gave an 
account of 'Faith in the Inner City'. Dr. David Stone, speaking during the 
Mission, expounded the Mission subject: 'It's Life — But Not As We Know 
It' and the Revd. Rod Symmons ended the Mission week with an address 
on 'New Life —New Lifestyle'. Professor John Macquarrie addressed us on 
the challenge of 'Living Dangerously for God' and Mr. John Kiteley 
described Bunyan's ̀ Pilgrim's Progress' in terms of a Christian's pilgrimage 
through life with its dangers and opportunities. 

Sermons on 'Taking God Seriously' have included Dr. Sheila Cassidy's 
moving account of 'Victory over Suffering', Canon Bryan Green's wise 
advice on 'Love, Friendship and Marriage' and Judge Brian Galpin's 
reflections on 'Justice and Forgiveness'. Mr. George Yarrow explained the 
implications of Pascal's Wager: if you are wrong, you lose nothing, if right, 
you gain everything. Canon Keith de Berry shared his experiences of 'The 
Inspiration of the Holy Spirit', Mr. Cockshut gave an illuminating portrayal 
of the life and poetry of Gerard Manley Hopkins, and the Revd. John Ray, 
a former Headmaster in Pakistan, took the subject of 'Faith in a multi-
cultural society', describing the respect with which Christian schools are 
still regarded in Muslim countries. 

`Finding the Way' was illustrated by Mother Frances Dominica, founder 
of a pioneer children's Hospice, Helen House, speaking about 'Miracles of 
Faith' and challenging us to offer our companionship with those who suffer, 
and by Bishop Thomas McMahon, whose subject was 'Man's Search for 
God'. The Bishop of Oxford gave a fascinating account of the development 
of Evelyn Waugh's Christianity as revealed in his novels, and the Revd. 
Andrew Wingfield Digby, recently returned from the Seoul Olympics, 
spoke about 'Christians in Sport'. Lord Longford gave a thought-provoking 
address on 'Forgiveness — a Christian Virtue', raising the issue of showing 
forgiveness where there seems to be no repentance. Archbishop Trevor 
Huddleston outlined The Case for Disestablishment' with great eloquence 
and clarity. The term ended with the traditional Advent Carol Service, 
when our preacher, Lord Stuart Blanch, formerly Archbishop of York, 
reflected on the theme of Christmas, saying that the distance to Bethlehem, 
though great in time and space, is yet small in other ways: Bethlehem can 
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be for us as near as the nearest Bible, as near as the nearest Christian group, 
and as near as our thoughts, our prayers and our hearts. 

There has been a record attendance at Choir this year, and their singing 
and music have given a great deal of pleasure. A special feature of Chapel 
Evensong has been the attractive set of responses composed by Huw 
Morgan for the Choir. We would like to thank our Organ Scholars, Michael 
Young and John Beswick, for their inspiring leadership, and all members of 
the choir, for their hard work and loyal support. The music in Chapel is very 
greatly appreciated by our congregation. We would also like to thank all 
our Bible Clerks, Phil Clark, Nigel Thornton, Jonathan Herring and Huw 
Morgan for the cheerful and efficient way they have served the Chapel. 

At the end of the Trinity Term, Sir Geoffrey Warnock preached the final 
sermon of term 'On Going Away', the text of which is reproduced in full in 
this magazine (pp. 8-10). After the service a presentation was made to Sir 
Geoffrey and Baroness Warnock, and to Dr. and Mrs. Jim Bertie. Warm 
appreciation was expressed of their support and participation in the work of 
the Chapel. 

After a year of horrifying national disasters, the season of Easter is a 
reminder to us that God is in the midst of our sufferings as shown by Jesus' 
sufferings on the Cross. He is not aloof and detached from human pain and 
misery but He is alongside us sharing our grief and bearing our weaknesses. 
Indeed it is out of God's suffering that our redemption and salvation can be 
made available to us. For those who find the frequency of human sufferings 
a stumbling-block to faith, the Easter story shows that sorrow can give way 
to joy, and that suffering is a necessary ingredient of faith. These truths are 
portrayed in the Easter poem: 'Lost and Found': 

Mary lost a Friend on Good Friday night . . . 
She had loved Him best of all. 

She had seen Him die in the fading light 
And watched Him wrapped in His pall. 

But Jesus found her by an empty grave 
And lovingly called her name. 

And she knew Him alive, and strong to save 
From loneliness, guilt, and shame. 

Thomas found a Faith when his Master died . . . 
There was nothing left to believe. 

The Way was darkened, the Truth denied, 
And the Life had ceased to live. 

But Jesus found him in an upper room, 
Showed him prints of the nails and the sword, 

And the evidence shattered his doubt and his gloom 
As he worshipped his Risen Lord. 

Peter lost a Fight as he stood by the fire 
And the words of denial spoke; 

When the cock's shrill call declared him a liar 
And he wept till his poor heart broke. 

But Jesus found him in a boat on the sea, 
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And called him back from the deep, 
And asked him three times: `Lovest Thou Me?" 

And commanded him: "Feed my sheep!" 

What have we lost this Eastertide? 
Our Friend, or our Faith, or our Fight? 

We can find what we need in the Man Who died 
And Who lives in victorious might. 

He comes to us as He came to them . . . 
In a garden . . . at home . . . on the shore . . . 

And He bids go out to the world and proclaim 
That He lives for evermore. 

JUNIOR COMMON ROOM 

1989 has all the makings of a good year for the J.C.R. Officers. We have, 
I think it is fair to say, almost excelled ourselves in a wide range of pursuits. 
Our most recent success was on the football field when for the first time 
since 1981 we won the Cuppers Final, partly thanks no doubt to an 
unmatched level of support from the whole of College. Another excellent 
achievement was the winning of the Wadham Shield by the Women's 
Rugby Team, indicative of the all-round growth in women's sports. After 
its highly successful production of "The Outsider" in the Baring Room in 
Michaelmas term (the less said about the Baring room itself, the better) the 
Drama Society this term backed Marlowe's "Faustus", while the Music 
Society continues to be one of the best in the University, organising many 
varied musical events. And finally the new computers have at last been 
installed and have proved to be of great benefit to the undergraduates, 
though I'm sure many of the Tutors suspect their use for more dubious 
pursuits. 

The J.C.R. as an institution is also thriving, becoming a more unified and 
cohesive body and thus facilitating communication between the student, 
M.C.R. and college bodies. So much so that the J.C.R. Executive actually 
managed to persuade two hundred students to stand silently in the cold one 
windy night in order to highlight the plight of those finalists and second 
years who will have to suffer the pains of the acute Oxford housing problem 
next year. One other area of improved understanding between the J.C.R. 
and College and within the J.C.R. itself concerns the particular problems 
women in Oxford may be subject to. Not only have there been a series of 
successful M.C.R. and J.C.R. events for women only — in the main 
accepted by the men — but College has also agreed to part-fund a self-
defence course for women, important in this increasingly violent city. Our 
only hope now is to find a similar course for the men. 

And finally we must comment on the amazing structural changes which 
have and are taking place. I am not referring entirely to the new Principal 
and Bursar, who I think, would not like to be described as "structural". 
However their arrival has heralded the transformation of the Holywell 
J.C.R. from the dingy old barn that it was into a warm and comfortable 
"living room" for us all, whilst we will receive a new room for College Bops 
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(disco's) in the Holywell basement. And last but not least the most 
spectacular change of all is that which has befallen the Abingdon House 
Annex. Soon the dank rooms, murky corridors, mouldy bathrooms and 
leaky toilets will be horrors of the past. Not only will future students be 
housed to a comparatively palatial standard but more of our under-
graduates will be housed and not forced into the lascivious and greedy 
clutches of the Oxford Landlord. 

All in all, a very good year so far. 

Esther Jeapes 
President 

Chris Williams 
Secretary 

Rob Howard 
Treasurer 

MIDDLE COMMON ROOM 

Officers 1988-9 
President: Christoph Hollger 
Secretary: Daniel Carey 
Treasurer: Terry Fach 

Academically, the life of the M.C.R. does not seem to change much over 
the years. Hertford did well in the last academic year in the final schools for 
those graduate students who pursued taught courses. All of our candidates 
for the M.Phil., M.St., and M.Sc. courses managed to jump this tricky 
hurdle, so that we had no casualties. The research students carried on their 
lonely quest in labs, libraries and archives, hoping that their labours would 
be rewarded eventually with the submission of the thesis and the much 
feared viva. Some of us finished their theses in the course of this year in 
subjects such as Pharmacology, Engineering, English Literature and 
Philosophy, giving the rest of us who stayed on the certainty that it is 
possible to complete theses and conveying new encouragement and 
motivation. We look back on a good year for the academic performance of 
Hertford's graduate students. 

This year's membership is as large (about 150 members in all categories) 
and as diverse (we have members from all continents and all backgrounds) 
as it has ever been. The large number of graduates tends to create certain 
problems, such as a lack of room both in college and in college houses. With 
more than 20 people on the waiting list for next year's college accommodation 
the situation is getting desperate. The common room in the Octagon is one 
of the most attractive in the university, but unfortunately overcrowding is 
a problem here as well. The question of provision for graduate students (in 
terms of housing, research grants, and provision for teaching) will have to 
be addressed seriously by the College in the near future. 

The social life in the M.C.R. has been flourishing this year, as a larger 
share of the membership have made a point of being present in college. This 
development is greatly welcomed as the M.C.R. committees in the last 
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three years have been working hard to create a pleasant social atmosphere 
and an active community in the M.C.R. We are now able to harvest the 
fruits of this labour. 

The highlight of the social life in the M.C.R. in the last year was our 
farewell dinner for Sir Geoffrey Warnock, where he and Baroness Warnock 
honoured us with their presence. Dr. Bertie and a fair number of Fellows 
were our guests, too. A group of graduate students produced a festschrift, 
in which we expressed our affection and gratitude to Sir Geoffrey in a 
humorous way. The M.C.R. also founded a society in honour of Sir 
Geoffrey and named it after him. This society provides an informal forum 
for the students to present talks about their work/research to other 
members of the M.C.R. The talks are kept in "lay" terms so that the arts 
student can understand the scientist and vice versa. So far we have enjoyed 
talks on Oscar Wilde, Plant Diseases, Rabbinical Literature, The 
Pre-Raphaelites, English Semantics, and Tudor History. The time for 
questions afterwards, where wine is provided, are popular gatherings. 

After saying good-bye to the old Principal and Bursar, we greeted their 
incoming counterparts at a lavish dinner, which was thoroughly enjoyed by 
all those who took part. Other social events have included wine and cheese 
parties, Sunday brunches, video nights, tea and drinks parties. The M.C.R. 
has been experimenting with discos for the first time this year. These have 
been enormously successful, and we were also happy to see many members 
of the J.C.R. at these events as our guests. While the relationship between 
the M.C.R. and the J.C.R. has been improving steadily this year, our 
relationship with the S.C.R. has reached a happy degree of friendliness, 
which found its expression in the S.C.R.'s invitation for all graduate 
students to dine at High Table once a term. This privilege is greatly 
appreciated by all M.C.R. members. 

Sports take a more and more important role in M.C.R. life and several 
members compete in teams for the university. This year the captain of the 
ice hockey team came from our ranks and O.U.B.C.'s president and 
captain of the Blue Boat is also a Hertford M.C.R. member. We are happy 
to say that two of our members will be rowing in the race against Cambridge 
this year. Some members compete alongside with J.C.R. members in 
college teams, but the majority of us prefer to get together on a less 
competitive basis. This year we were able to field a football team, which 
won and lost several matches against other M.C.R.s, as well, as a mixed 
hockey team, which met the second J.C.R. team in friendly competitidn. 
Squash, punting, and croquet are still popular among the graduate 
students. 

All in all, little has changed in the M.C.R. We are still providing the day-
to-day services such as refreshments, newspapers, computers, reference 
books, television, video, and board games. Old Members of Hertford are 
always welcome in the M.C.R. if they are visiting Oxford. 

Christoph H011ger 
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